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Transcend the Dominant Value of the Central District by Situating it in its Historical
Geography: A Reversion to Shatin Value

Bokpk BRANE ERE #fhoo Al
Wing Shing TANG, Kim Ching CHAN, Tammy Kit Ping WONG,
Chung Yuen KWOK and Pui Yee MAN
TR SRR

Department of Geography, Hong Kong Baptist University

W

AL TIEE AR TR RIS HIE L IR AYELR LD | FHEOMMEIZ DWW Tim T 228 &R AT, BIEDOHR T
JBIZOWTEL, I FELL O EHE NELR TR L TOA IS 72 THEROANE | 7217 TEELALD O Tt/ | F-MiEo
%It bE TR T DT THERIZ DR 20 D THIR Y, M E DT IR I1T HIE R 22 O BB IR T 5725, A
TR A~ DEFE BT D, DEVE DM FHiw T 22 eaHLIREE T 5, £D— 4T, i RMIRFARIZ -
RSN/ T T S AT T H OATE ) O FFRET AT 2V, BT 22 ] O BE %% THE O DI AR ) OffiiE
——AA—VU~OEHHE, B 258528 AR THHZEDTZAF (Civie Pride) . BERIITZ, 2OV > 7-AlifE
B D ZE AR O FEER AR Tl ARGES | IMELMGEILA B O#S I RO M GEEA AL T D, kD
M2 MMIEE RS T 5 EWVMEERIES B . IMESZE A AIET 5 EWBERICETHREL TWVD, CRTIXI |
DAME N E DB IEFRA~ ORI S A2 H T, AL MEN I TWAZ ST Tl 3B O F B ZL T
LEoTWABILIZOWVWTHEKLTZV,

Abstract

This essay aims to respond to the current debate about ‘Hong Kong core value’ by investigating
urban development from a historical geographical perspective. It is maintained that neither the
‘value of the Central District, a recent proposition repeatedly advocated by various scholars,
nor the emphasis on the pluralization of value is the cause of contemporary urban development.
In re-narrating its urban story, this essay underscores geography as the key to the discussion of
the Hong Kong core value. In particular, it traces the formulation of the ‘Shatin value’, a new
value for ‘a new population’, as a result of the deployment of spatial techniques by the colonial
government in the construction of new towns during the colonial period. The new value
includes professionalism, rationalism and civic pride. After decades of daily spatial practices,
the historico-geographically grounded Shatin value starts to dominate the agenda on urban
development today, denoting the transition from the ‘moulding of value by space’ in the past to
the ‘moulding of space by value’ in the present. Finally, the essay takes issue with the social
justice of this new value, arguing that it has not only complicated urban problems but also
silenced the voice of the disadvantaged.
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