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Tin Shui Wai New Town: Is it a Matter of Inadequate Provision?

Wing Shing Tang
Department of Geography, Hong Kong Baptist University
(Translator, Miyuki Nakaoka)

Tin Shui Wai new town in Hong Kong is a classical example of social exclusion in
a modern city. Once labelled ‘the city of sorrow’ by the local media, the new town
is characterised as exhibiting all the stigmatised traits that one usually identifies
with social exclusion. Informed by a spatial container concept, one can easily, but
erroneously, attribute these traits to inferior planning. The latter results in an
inadequate provision of transport (and therefore a mis-match between the jobs
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and the unemployed) and social facilities and services (and therefore the prevalence
of juvenile delinquency, unhappy marriage, poverty, immigrant families, welfare
dependency, etc.). This account is far from accurate, as it has de-politicised politics,
and once achieved, de-ploiticised planning. To improve, this paper has adopted a
historico-geographical perspective to analyse the formulation and implementation
of the new town. In particular, it argues that it is impossible to comprehend the
origin of this new town without elaborating the emergence of a land
(re)development regime since the end of the 1960s. Accordingly, the new town
project was a last-ditch effort by the government to rescue the property market,
which burst in the late 1970s, also at the time during Sino-British negotiation over
the colony. Then, the previous new town development model was applied to a
milieu within a private-developer dominated, unequal power relation and at a time
when Hong Kong was undergoing industrial restructuring. With the aid of
Lefebvre’s triad concept of space and Harveys’ space as a keyword, this paper
deciphers the dilemma in which Tin Shui Wai public housing residents contingently,
and unluckily, put themselves (anxiety, helpless, fear, etc). Having
historico-geographically explained the development of Tin Shui Wai within the
land (re)development regime, the paper has re-politicised the social exclusion issue,
thereby reclaiming, in a small step, justice for the people living there.
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SOICHEIZEZDZ L LT, RAKBEOZEMIZZORE ) & EEEEICL>THO bR
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