URP:::

Osaka City University

URP GCOE Working Paper Series

No.7 2009, June

The mechanisms of maintaining

recycling company networks:

A view on the grass-root level movements

Hannu Kurunsaari

Urban Research Plaza, Osaka City University

* URP Working Paper Series was launched in August, 2008 to facilitate exchange of academic ideas and
research results. The papers are preliminary materials circulated to stimulate discussion and critical

comments. Please do not quote without the permission of author(s).

ARHIIKRE #hifsm TS
558—8585 AR FE X A3—3—138

Urban Research Plaza, Osaka City University
3-3-138 Sugimoto Sumiyoshi Osaka 558—8585 JAPAN

http://www.ur-plaza.osaka-cu.ac.jp



The mechanisms of maintaining recycling company networks:
Aview on the grass-root level movements

Hannu Kurunsaari

Urban Research Plaza, Osaka City University

Abstract
The recycling industry has a positive effect on regional job creation, ecological
sustainability and social inclusion. Therefore, it is beneficial for the cities to improve
their capacity for recycling. The recycling enterprises have their vertical networks to
supply recycled materials and secondhand products, but they have also their horizontal
networks with other companies and interest groups. These horizontal networks help
them to gain knowledge to improve their capabilities

The cases of Recycle Mart chain and the waste vegetable oil recycling movement in
Nara aim to understand their mechanisms to maintain their networks. The study
suggests that informal networks for exchanging knowledge are important in solving
problems and building up trust among small recycling enterprises. The study specifies

and confirms that networking gives various complements to recycling entrepreneurs.
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