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In the past there has been a lot of heated debate over the ‘commons’ which consists of
common-pool resources and the control systems of spaces in such works as Garret
Hardin’s The Tragedy of the Commons. This concept has once again gained much
attention through the awarding of the 2009 Nobel Prize in Economics to Prof. Elinor
Ostrom and Prof. Oliver Eaton Williamson. Through her research on the governance of
common-pool resources, Prof. Ostrom has presented the possibilities for self
governance by the stakeholders and has suggested the next prospect for the globalized
world economy.

If this concept is applied to urban spaces as well, it is clear in fact that the
possibilities are expanded. Up until now, the control of urban spaces in principle
belonged either to the public or to the private sphere. However, if one adds to that the
idea of the commons, then it opens up a pathway to urban renewal. The program of the
city commons that the Senba Art Cafe is involved in is a social experiment that is
proposing possibilities for the vacant spaces that exist here and there in the city that
have been opened up by the comprehensive planning system, and the attempts to create
a lively atmosphere through granting permission to occupy public space by the
loosening of restrictions in recent years can be seen as the same kind of thing.

The idea of the commons has the power to transform characterless spaces into
unique places, bring vitality to urban spaces, re-weave local communities, and
transform their neighborhoods, in other words the power to transform the city.

Koichi KANA (Global COE Programme Representative/Assoc. Professor, Graduate
School of Engineering).
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SPECIAL 1 International Workshop on Urban Utopianism in Hong Kong
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On May 12 through 14, 2011 an international workshop on
‘Urban Utopianism’ was held at Hong Kong Baptist
University. From the Urban Research Plaza, in addition to
Professor Toshio Mizuuchi, GCOE Research Fellows
Geerhardt Kornatowski, Ran Ma, Shinya Kitagawa, and
Tatsuya Shirahase participated as speakers. To briefly sum up
the contents of the 29 presentations, they can be put into the
following two categories: One is the quest for a utopia seen
from the perspective of city planning, and the other is the
opposing quest for a utopia that develops from within local
communities.

Most of those presenting reports dealt with examples from
Asian cities, but since their research methods and research
interests were quite varied, under normal conditions this
would make vigorous discussion difficult. However, since
each of the speakers made the ‘utopian perspective’ central to
their reports, this made mutual understanding possible among
researchers from differing backgrounds.

In this workshop, we came to the realization that a utopia is
not something that comes into existence based on idealized
urban planning and is certainly not something that should be
achieved in the far future, but rather something whose
budding shoots can be seen between the crevices in the midst
of all kinds of social experiments that are moving forward in

the contemporary city.
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SPECIAL 2 A forum in Seoul on the “Survey of Homeless Conditions in Japan”
and the “International Conference on Urban Humanism”
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The first regularly scheduled forum of the Seoul Sub-
center was held on June 22, and Toshio Mizuuchi and
Jeon Hong-gyu of the Urban Research Plaza presented
reports on the “Survey of Homeless Conditions in Japan.”
After hearing that, there was a discussion about the
survey of the housing poor between people affiliated with
the Seoul sub-center and members of the Korean Home-
less study Group.

On June 24 and 25, an international academic confer-
ence was held organized by the Institute for Urban
Humanities at the University of Seoul, which has an
academic exchange agreement with the Urban Research
Plaza, and participants from the organizer nation Korea as
well as from Japan, China, Taiwan, Germany, and the
U.S. gathered over two days in a symposium on the theme
of “New Directions in Asian Urban Research in the Age
of Globalization,” and also held a “Preparatory Meeting
for Launching of the East Asian Urban Forum.” In the
symposium on the 24th, after three keynote lecture, there
were six presentations divided into two sessions. On the
second day, there was an evaluation of the current
academic exchange and an airing of opinions about future
plans. It was agreed that, for the present, the Institute for
Urban Humanities, where the HK project is based, would
continue to aim at playing a major role in academic
exchanges between cities and between localities while
also being an advocate for the East Asian Urban Forum.
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Creative Meeting 2011: Creative Industry Potential, from the Kansai
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On June 18 (Sat.) the “Creative Meeting 2011: Creative
Industry Potential, from the Kansai” was organized by the
Creative Center Awaza (CCA) at the ACDC Hall where the
center is located, jointly organized by I-Planning, Inc.(ACDC)
and with support from the Kansai Bureau of Economy, Trade
and Industry.

First there was a keynote address by Ms. Mika Takagi
(Deputy Director, Cool Japan Promotion Office of the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry) and then
presentations on four model cases from various places in the
Kansai, which were followed by a debate that was emceed by
Masayuki Sasaki (Director of the Urban Research Plaza) in
which the importance of raising the producing power and the
necessity for active promotion of exchanges and collaboration

between the main actors was affirmed.
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Asian Waterside Series #1 “On the Folk Performing Arts of Iwate Prefecture’s Seaside”
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The “Asian Waterside” Series is an open public
workshop that was sparked by the idea that within the
folk culture and arts that have been passed down along
with life along the watersides in Japan and various
places in Asian, beginning with Osaka, known as the
water capital, might lie a key to an Asian-style arts
management. At this first meeting, Prof. Hiroyuki
Hashimoto(Morioka Univ.) was invited to speak about
the status of the folk performing arts which exist in
concert with our lives even today, both as objects of
prayer and as entertainment for the masses, and about

issues in the wake of the earthquake disaster.

EMAL DS MHN T 2N NCHERZ ST MHICH T 2= 1M

DREEMZERLTOVE T KIREHOXLEEICHHLDD,

ZEiZNUTAEANZDESH LIS =T —>a Y D52 AliE
TE5MBzEMLET,

S TOL0ELEF Y5 U —|

1=-v b LKR—F

Unit Report

CCSHIEET—2o > avyr

“Chinese Cities: Internal Issues and External Perspectives”
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On July 1 (Sat.), 2011 a workshop entitled “Chinese Cities:
Internal Issues and External Perspectives” was held,
organized jointly by the Urban Research Plaza and Middlesex
University in North London. The participation of one of the
speakers, Professor Kai Cheong Fok, Vice President of the
Macau Millennium College, who taught for more than 20
years at the University of Hong Kong, is seen as being very
significant for the future development of the journal “City,
Culture and Society.” There were additionally 30 participants,
including Professor Luca Zan of the University of Bologna
who does research on the World Heritage sites of China and

other places.
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URP Taipei sub-center
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The Taipei sub-center was officially opened in September,
2010 in collaboration with National Taiwan University’s
Research Center for Globalizing Cities. In charge of opera-
tions there is Mr. Yun-Sheng Yang, a social worker who
formerly supervised homeless assistance at Taipei’s City
Hall. Based in an old apartment near the Longshan Temple in
the Wanhua District, the sub-center is continuing to make
visits to Taipei’s migrants and observe their livelihood, and
pursuing activities to spread awareness of the problems of
the homeless to various schools and civic organizations. In
March the sub-center held a joint workshop with the URP,
and within the year it plans to acquire NPO status and coop-

erate in field plaza operations.
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National Conference of the Japan Housing and Welfare Studies Association and International Symposium
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The 2011 National Conference of the Japan Housing and
Welfare Studies Association was held in the Collegial Hall of
the Takahara Commemorative Pavilion at Osaka City
University from May 14 (Sat.) through 16 (Mon.).

At this year’s conference, along with a special symposium at
which two professional workers in housing and welfare policy
were invited to speak on the topic of “Development and
Implementation of South Korea’s Housing Welfare Policies,”
featured a “Roundtable Conference on Housing Welfare” in
which seven private firms involved with the housing welfare
industry in Japan made presentations on pioneering examples.
Also there was a presentation of the issues related to housing
welfare as seen from the nuclear power disaster brought on by
the Great East Japan Earthquake, and a vigorous discussion

was held.
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