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[Global City]
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Global Cities, such as New York and London, are spatial nodes of the
networked global economy with the dense agglomerations of finance activities
and business services. These cities are marked by socio-spatial polarization
between professionals and low wage workers. Demonstrations happened in
London and New York in 2011 are closely related to these polarized societies.

Globalization is sometimes claimed as ‘the end of geography’ with
innovations of information technology towards ‘the death of distance’.
Formation of global cities, however, is an illustration for ‘geography matters’.
The World is not ‘flat’.

Recent studies on global city have paid attention to multiclustered
agglomerations. Polycentric urban form and diversified economic structure of
the Kyoto-Osaka-Kobe metropolitan area would be an interesting case to

examine complex processes of the global-urban nexus.

Kenkichi NAGAO (Global COE Program Representative / Professor, Graduate

School of Economics )
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In October, 2011, Volume 2 Number 3 of City, Culture and
Society (CCS) was published as a special edition titled “The
Creative Power of Cities” .

When one examines the new worldwide wave of creative
cities, one’s attention is drawn to the movement of
UNESCO’s global network of cities that are culturally diverse
and aiming towards an inclusive welfare society, and to the
movements of creative city networks within individual
countries such as Canada and Japan. In 2004 the Culture
Sector of UNESCO called for a global alliance of creative
cities, and as of 2010 a total of 29 cities had been recognized
as UNESCO Creative Cities. As the network has expanded
numerically in this way, its qualitative evolution has also
progressed. International conferences of the UNESCO
network have been held in Santa Fe in the U.S. in 2008 and in
Shenzhen, in China in 2010, and at the Seoul conference in
November 2011, for the first time, a round table conference of
the mayors of the cities in the alliance will be held.

In response to the expansion and evolution of the creative
cities network involved with UNESCO, in City, Culture and
Society (CCS), (Editor in chief: Masayuki Sasaki), an
analytical examination of the power of creativity in cities has
been conducted and a special edition entitled “The Creative
Power of Cities” has been published by Elsevier, Ltd. Mr.
Francesco Bandarin, Assistant Director General for Culture of
UNESCO, has contributed to this special edition, which is the

seventh issue of the journal.
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Arts Management is a new academic discipline whose
theoretical formation began in the 1970s. The theory of
art management that is based on the nature of the Western
art, however, is difficult to apply directly to Asia, and the
recent financial crisis that caused a decline of the middle
class supporting art has continued to threaten the basis of
the existence of art management itself. Under such
circumstances, this study will attempt to discover a new
meaning and effect of arts management to restructure a
society through culture using arts management in the
position of socially disadvantaged people who suffer from
poverty and difficulties and incorporating it as part of the
society and to work on practical studies of such new
meaning and effect. Although this is an unexplored field,
the study is expected to produce reliable results through
collaboration with appropriate departments of some major
universities in Southeast Asia, including Chulalongkorn
University, Gadjah Mada University and Indonesian Insti-
tute of Arts, where URP younger researchers are sent to
train themselves and work together with younger
researches of the places. With the practical experience

involved, the study is socially important.
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On October 15 (Sat.) 2011, the “First Creative Village
Workshop” was held at Tazawako Art Village in
Semboku City, Akita Pref. (sponsored by Semboku City,
the NPO Creative City Consortium, and others, in
collaboration with the URP). The planning for this
project arose from the awareness of the need to
re-examine the idea of “abundance” in the wake of the
Great East Japan Earthquake Disaster of March 11.
About 100 people participated, and reports were
presented on town building utilizing culture from 10
locations across Japan. The Commissioner of the Agency
for Cultural Affairs, Seiichi Kondo, declared, “From now
on we will keep on holding this to put into effect
“continuity, expansion, and deepening’.” The results of

the workshop need to be linked to creative recovery.
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XD SIIN—H LT > T A ROTEE) < & efsms 2011 CCSIEB$7—2 227 “Cultural Competency as Research Field of Creative City in Korea”

Workshop and Festival “Musik Kreatif Anak 2011’
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On July 10 (Tue.) 2011, the 3rd Workshop and Festival
“Musik Kreatif Anak” was held in Yogyakarta (organized
by Gamelan AID and Forum 7 in collaboration with the
URP and ISI). This is a program for fostering human
resources through music that was initiated in 2009 by the
assistance group Gamelan AID working together with
local coordinators. It was organized in the wake of the
Central Java Earthquake of 2006 in order to assist
recovery of traditional arts and the gamelan, and this
project represented a shift in their activities from “aid” to
“collaboration.” These activities are demonstrating new
exchanges and regional expansion, and they are
considering holding such events in Japan as well in the
future.
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CCS International Workshop "Cultural Competency as Research Field of Creative City in Korea"
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On July 28 (Thu.), 2011 Prof. Yi Byung-Jun of Pusan
University’s School of Education was invited and a CCS
workshop was held at Takahara Hall on “Cultural Compe-
tency as Research Field of Creative City in Korea.” Prof. Yi
divided ‘cultural competency’ into human culture, historical
culture, and social culture, and from a comparison of ‘artistic
competency’ consisting of baptism, spirited openness, expres-
sion, and media, he discussed the structure of the factors
involved in ‘cultural competency’ using interviews and the
Delphi method with a wide range of culturally related groups

and individuals.
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Report Research Presentation Meeting of G-COE Young Special Researchers
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research presentations were given by 7 researchers.
Specialists from various fields made significant comments,
and it was a meaningful research meeting. At the same time, it
became an occasion for highlighting and indicating research
goals, defining of terms, and research frameworks, and it can
be said to have been a very significant experience for the

researchers.
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Research meeting in 2010, The Survey of Livelihood and Housing Support of the Elderly Ethnic-Korean Residents in Nishinari
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On August 1 (Mon.) 2011, the research meeting in
2010, “The Survey of Livelihood and Housing Support of
the Elderly Ethnic-Korean Residents in Nishinari” was
held at the Nishinari Branch Office of the Korean
Residents Union in Japan.

Various groups which had cooperated in the survey
and local residents were invited to the report meeting,
and it became an opportunity to consider together with
them the future course that housing support and local
revival should take.

At the research meeting, there were reports of the
survey results on a wide range of points such as the
affiliations of the elderly Korean residents in northwest
Nishinari Ward, the process of change in their commu-
nity, local livelihood, nursing care needs, the conditions
of the housing environment, the realities of specific
nursing care assistance services, etc. It was also an
occasion for significant deliberation on the

neighborhood’s future course.
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