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In the study of local self-governance, it is understood that the word
‘self-governance’ includes the two different ideas of ‘local autonomy’ and ‘local
democracy.” ‘Local autonomy’ means that the local public entities, which are legal
personalities separate from the state, are guaranteed the ability to make independent
judgments as to how public issues should be dealt with in their respective local areas,
and ‘local democracy’ means that people who live within the jurisdiction of a local
public entity are guaranteed the ability to have their own will reflected in the
judgments of the local public entity.

Among the advanced democracies today, what is at issue is not whether ‘local
autonomy’ and ‘local democracy’ are both guaranteed, but to what degree they are
guaranteed. In Japan, through a series of decentralization reforms initiated by the
national government starting in the mid 1990s, the degree to which ‘local autonomy’
is guaranteed to the local public entities has become considerably greater than ever
before. In contrast to that, to what extent guarantees of ‘local democracy’ should be
enhanced beyond a nationwide minimal level of guarantee has been left up to the
creative will of each local public entity. And, in the period from now on, which calls
for development of areas rich in their own individuality, reforms, rooted in local
conditions, that promote more democratic operation of each local public entities are
required more strongly than ever before, and urban research which faces those issues
will become ever more important in the future.

Masaki ABE (URP Steering Committee/ Professor, Graduate School of Law)
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Program
Thursday, December st

Session 1 Case studies in Thailand, Indonesia and Japan
Chair: Chisako Takashima (Kyoto University of Foreign Studies)

1. Hideaki Sasajima (Osaka City University)

Arts in support activities: the case study of Great East Japan Earthquake
2. Hiroyuki Nobuto (Osaka City University)

Community regeneration through arts: the case study of aftermath of

Tsunami disaster in Phuket
3. Kamol Phaosavasdi (Chulalongkorn University, Thailand)

Arts and community regeneration
4. Djohan Salim (Indonesia Institute of the Arts, Indonesia)

Disaster and arts education

Session 2 Workshop, Arts for psychological care and
community regeneration: a case study of Osaka
Coordinator: Shin Nakagawa (Osaka City University)

1. Masako Fujii (Director of Color Paradise)
Paintings energized children: message from Kobe

2. Takao Hino (Director-general in Nagata Cultural Council/ Lecturer,
Kobe Tokiwa University)
Disaster and culture: the case study of community development
utilizing music in Nagata ward

3. Edward Sumoto (Engineer and Technology Official, British Consulate
General in Osaka/ Representative of Mix Roots Japan)
Arts linking disasters and everyday life: people’s awareness of disaster
prevention created by expressive activities and share of skills

4. Mitsuhiko Akita (Chief priest in Jodo shu Dairenji/ Principal of Padoma
kindergarten)
Mental healthcare in the Great East Japan Earthquake

Commentators: Djohan Salim, Kamol Phaosavasdi, Sang-oh Lim

Session 3 Intensive Dialogue between academia and society
Chair: Etsuko Yamaguchi (Osaka City University)
1. Osamu Kinugasa (City of Design Promotion Office, Planning and
Coordination Bureau in City of Kobe)
Kobe, City of Design
2.Keisuke Ikegaya (NPO Kurashizukuri Network Kitashiba)
Kurashizukuri (create a life) and empower
3. Takeshi Haraguchi (Osaka City University)
Memories of outcasts
4. Chikahiro Hanamura (Osaka Prefecture University)
Hazard and imagination
5. Hiroshi Fuji (Artist)
This is no good! Something is wrong!
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Session4 Performance of “Unotori-Kagura
(Folkloric Performing Arts in lwate Prefecture)”
Commentary: Hiroyuki Hashimoto (Morioka University)
Coordinator: Shin Nakagawa

Friday, December 2nd
Session 5 Presentation by young researchers
Chair: Kenkichi Nagao (Osaka City University)
% Program of the session is listed in page9

Session 6 Keynote Speech. Kagura, love and acclaim: Folkloric
performing arts and local society in Rikuchu regions
Hiroyuki Hashimoto Coordinator: Shin Nakagawa

Session 7 Final Symposium: Post-Disaster Communities and
Arts Management
Chairs: Masaki Abe (Osaka City University)
1. Kamol Phaosavasdi (Chulalongkorn University)
2. Sang-Oh Lim (Sangji University)
3. Hiroyuki Hashimoto(Morioka University)
4. Masayuki Sasaki (Osaka City University)
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On December 1, 2011 (Thur.) we welcomed nine Kagura
performers from Fudai-mura in Iwate Prefecture and a perfor-
mance of “Unotori-kagura” was held. After an explanation by
Prof. Hiroyuki Hashimoto, the three pieces “Kiyoharai,”
“Yama-no-kami,” and “Ebisu-mai” were presented. An
audience of as many as 300 filled the hall and were enthralled
by performances of such high quality.

On December 2 (Fri.), Prof. Hiroyuki Hashimoto delivered
a keynote speech. Using the “Unotori-kagura” as an example,
he explained about the characteristics of the art and the local
background. Additionally, he pointed out nature of the local
community which has come about through mutual support, in
which the livelihood and beliefs of the local people and their
folklore and artistic forms are richly tied together, and also
discussed issues involved in the reconstruction of the local

community after the earthquake disaster.
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On December 1 (Thur) in Session 1, “Case studies in
Thailand, Indonesia and Japan” were presented by four
researchers. In research on social inclusion through the arts,
which is still in the budding stage, first of all it is important to
know the field study area. This became an opportunity to
understand through action case studies what features all such
activities have in common and the issues in which they differ.
The reports in common indicated the difficulties of grasping the
local needs.

Urban Research Plaza Newsletter issue
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In Session 7 on December 2 (Fri.) in the symposium titled
“Post-Disaster Communities and Arts Management,” four
panelists reported on the tense relationship between increasing
economic value and increasing cultural value, on the effect of
the earthquake on the arts, on the mutual relationship between
the restoration of communities damaged by the earthquake and
the reviving of the arts rooted in those communities, and on the
necessity of recognizing the arts as an indispensable element of
those communities.

After the reports, there were comments from among the
panelists and from the floor about the mutual relationships
between the community, the arts, and reconstruction after the
earthquake, and there was a lively discussion.
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In Session 2 on December 1 (Thur.), titled “Workshop, Arts
for psychological care and community regeneration: a case
study of Osaka,” coordinated by Prof. Shin Nakagawa, Ms.
Akiko Fujii, Mr. Takeo Hino, Mr. Edward Sumoto, and Mr.
Mitsuhiko Akita gave reports on practical activities in the
disaster area and communities with threatened livelihoods, and
Prof. Djohan Salim, Assoc.Prof. Kamol Phaosavasdi, and Prof.
Sang-oh Lim participated as commentators. The power of the
arts was reaffirmed.
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In Session 3 on December 1 (Thur.), titled “Intensive
Dialogue between academia and society,” ‘disasters,” such as
earthquakes, in society and human life, and the arts were
discussed, together with five specialists who are involved in
practical work in the field and research at the university.

In the general debate, opinions were exchanged that art
propels thoughts toward the extraordinary, that it is something
which heightens the imagination towards the everyday, and that
it acts like water in the cultivation of human relationship.
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AWARD 2011
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The Toyosaki Plaza is a research base that utilizes
Nagaya to express the residential culture of Osaka. The
project being undertaken at the Toyosaki Plaza, the
“Nagaya Renovation Project,” received the Good Design
Sustainable Design Award 2011.

The groundbreaking nature of the Nagaya Renovation
Project in being connected to the building of sustainable
cities was recognized.

On November 19, 2011 (Sat.) we held “Open Nagaya
2011,” the Fifth Nagaya Roji Arts Festival and Osaka
Nagaya inspection bus tour and disseminated informa-
tion. The issue from now on is to widen the Toyosaki

Plaza’s circle of involvement to the entire city.
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The 6™ International Conference of Asian Arts Management
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On December 13, 2011 (Tue.) at the Indonesian
Institute of the Arts, Yogyakarta (ISI), the 6th Annual
Asian Arts Management International Conference was
held, organized by the Urban Research Plaza (joint
organizers: ISI and Gadjah Mada University). Five
Japanese and four Indonesians gave presentations on
activities in the respective communities where they are
based and on the activities of projects they themselves are
working on. Concerning the differences in the circum-
stances surrounding the arts and individuals, the fact that
there are many things remaining that should be shared in
both countries was once again set in high relief.
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cesy—»vay7 "Academic Publisher Elsevier's International Strategy with Reference to CCS"
CCS Workshop "Academic Publisher Elsevier's International Strategy with Reference to CCS"
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On November 21, 2011 (Mon.) we welcomed Dr. Chris
Pringle of Elsevier, Ltd. and held the 11™ CCS Workshop in
Osaka City University’s Takahara Hall. This was to
commemorate putting together the UNESCO Special Edition
of City, Culture and Society (CCS), titled “The Creative
Power of Cities.” In an address, Dr. Pringle pointed out the
great potential of CCS and expressed his high expectations.
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Presentation by Young Researchers at the 2nd International Roundtable Meeting
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Program

Session 5 Presentation by young researchers
Chair: Kenkichi Nagao (Osaka City University)

1. Ma Ran (Osaka City University)
From 512 to 1428: independent documentary filmmaking and the power
of artistic intervention in Post-Earthquake Sichuan

2. Shinya Kitagawa (Osaka City University)
A “crisis” of Lampedusa in Italy in the face of migrants' movements:
thinking on a politics of place between reception and push-back

3. Kazuya Sakurada (Osaka City University)
After the "years of lead" in the 70s: DIY social centers in Italy

4. Tomoko Hayashi (Osaka City University)
Public art centers in regional communities: the case study of the Great
East Japan Earthquake
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Four young researchers of the Urban Research Plaza
presented their field research in Session 5 on Friday Decem-
ber 2, 2011 at the 2nd International Roundtable Meeting. Ma
Ran showed documentary films made by independent
creators. She examined creators’ activities under both political
intervention of the state and international collaboration.
Shinya Kitagawa presented the approach of political geogra-
phy on immigration issues in a small island in the Mediterra-
nean Sea. Kazuya Sakurada traced the history of social center
in Milan in Italy and discussed the possibility of ‘autonomous
public space’. Tomoko Hayashi classified the activities of
public art centers after the Great East Japan Earthquake and
prospected future directions.
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Big Issue Korea-Japan Forum in Seoul
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On December 6, 2011 (Tue.), the First Big Issue
Korea-Japan Forum: “The Big Issue Challenge of Helping
the Homeless to be Self Supporting” was held in Seoul,
jointly organized by Big Issue Japan—Big Issue Korea and
the Urban Research Plaza.

At this forum, there were reports of the results of action
research on activities related to the street paper Big Isssue
that aids self support for the homeless, and the recent
developments in aid for the homeless in both countries
were explained. Additionally, it was agreed to deepen
exchanges of sustained research and practical work in the
future.

On the occasion of the forum we were able to make a
courtesy visit to Won Soon PARK, the mayor of Seoul
Metropolitan Government. Mayor Park has made a public
promise to assist social enterprises, and he showed great

interest in the activities of Big Issue.
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