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The Reopening of the Abeno Religion-Cafe
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The first stage of the Abeno Religion-Cafe came to an
end in February last year and since then has not been
meeting, but many of those who participated or made
presentations up till now have raised their voices in an
appeal to start it up again. In response to that, the
Abeno Religion-Cafe launched a second stage beginning
in November last year under a new format.
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The 3rd International Roundtable Meeting “Towards the Century of Cities™
“Breaking with Housing Poverty : Housing Welfare Policies and Practices of Social Enterprises that Offer Housing Support™
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On December 1, 2012, The URP and the Osaka Interna-
tional House Foundation, with the support of the Housing
Welfare Association, the National Homeless Support
Network (NPO) and the Inclusive Cities Network, co-hosted
the 3rd International Roundtable Meeting on “Towards the
Century of Cities”, this time focusing on housing poverty,
housing policy discrepancies and the actual support
practices of social enterprises in Japan and South Korea.

Session 1 focused on the current housing conditions in
Japan and Korea, and their issues concerning housing
welfare policy. Assoc. prof. Soo-hyun Kim reported on
current status of housing poverty in South Korea and how
its housing policy is striving to upgrade its social housing
program to similar standards of Western developed
countries. Special attention should be paid on how to tackle
the decreasing affordable housing market. In the Japanese
case, Prof. Yosuke Hirayama stressed the necessity of a
higher priority to housing policy on the government’s policy
agenda. His analysis made it clear that Japan’s original
policy around corporate and family-based welfare is
reaching its limit in concern to the increasingly unstable
labor market and single households.

Session 2 held two presentations on housing welfare
practices by social enterprises in both countries. Mr. Young
Rock Moon elaborated on his company’s renovation
activities for decrepit low-rent housing. Adjunct lecturer
Yumi Sato presented on how “serviced housing for elderly”
can be a reference to social enterprises that provide housing
support in Japan.

In Session 3 Mr. Mikio Ikeda and Mr. Makoto Kobayashi
introduced their housing projects for the homeless in Tokyo
and Osaka respectively. Prof. Toshio Mizuuchi concluded
the session with a presentation on recent transformations in
the private housing market in the NW area of Nishinari,
Osaka, where private actors are now the forerunners in
providing housing support for socially vulnerable groups.
Finally, Assoc. prof. Hong -Gyu Jeon coordinated a discus-
sion on the current and future challenges in housing in both
countries.

In conclusion, housing (poverty) remains to be a compli-
cated topic in Japan and South Korea. In order to compre-
hensively cope with this issue, the meeting made it clear
that the distance between governmental policy and actual
support practices is still quite big and thus more cooperation
is required to cater for the current housing needs of various
socially vulnerable groups.



Urban Research Plaza Newsletter issue 18

BILIAH— gV

EEZ DY FTr—7)VRRICHiB, 2012481130
H@® T, HARRKOHIRETBE&EOEET 2 M5 1w
. AARKOPARNTE., EHI )7 VOREFE, K
B O 4B T k22 B RE AT AT R AL & S0 970 KR T v B X 7
DNCZ I A= avrEiT->Tz,

WHIE, KB ERTIZE T S VRl E/20%) O%F
WOE L, HEBBOE(IC &> TRISEHMD RN
FOEIRARTIVREELZTEBF VT R—T 1 T
TANEZAL L TEIRMPIC OV TERMIICUET S L &
Elc, M & 5 s R iR 2 WA L. K (B
BAENBRE) 5 i OEE RIS DOV THIAZ %2
iz

L LT £ B aHDFi

ZTD%. WF A ANEBH L. FEEOTH - {4 ARl
K25, @it U< bRA GENERT 5 Hisic
BOWTREMTZ2HEHUBEEOIMOHAICDONT, TE
V—RZHoRZEENEHE TVl niz, ko= —
AT A, Z2b L TEEOT O HAIH T S
IYAHN—varyEMEOMLEEL. £ OEMMNF
oMz, R%EZEEEBOBE AN § % hisk
JRIC T, ZEB OB ZHRD T2,

B FBAITE T TP RRMEIA R 7 U R I AR

In advance of the International Round Table

Conference, an excursion was conducted on November

30, 2012 under the guidance of Prof. Toshio Mizuuchi

(Vice Director of the Urban Research Plaza) that focused

on the Airin area and the Nagahashi district of Osaka

City’s Nishinari Ward, where many of Osaka’s urban
problems are concentrated.
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At the First Nishinari Ethnic Museum Cultural Open
Lecture, which was held on December 15, 2012, Ms.
Young-ae Yamashita spoke on the theme of “Learning
about History and Culture from South Korean TV
Dramas” and offered an interpretation of the evolution of
South Korean TV dramas and the changes in the images
of women that are depicted in them. Ms. Yamashita said
that the image of women that is portrayed in Korean
dramas reflects South Korean society, it has changed
along with the changing times, and that is what makes
Korean dramas so interesting.
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The 6th Nagaya Roji Arts Event
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At the Toyosaki Plaza, the 6th annual Nagaya Roji
Arts event was held on November 17 and 18, 2012. At
this year’s event there were among other things a tea
ceremony performed by the university tea ceremony club
“Rikyu-kai;” an exhibition of photographic panels
showing the appearance of the nagaya before and after
renovation; a live demonstration of flower arranging by
a flower artist, together with a musical performance and
cafe; and an exhibition of seminar topics on community
building put on by 3rd-year students in the Faculty of
Human Life Science. These were all held utilizing the
main building and the renovated nagaya buildings.
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Poverty & Relief in the City
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On December 1 and 2, 2012, we held a two-day

international roundtable entitled “Poverty and Relief in

the City.” Rather than addressing poverty and relief in a

phenomenological and superficial manner, presenters

attempted to elucidate the material history of poverty by
focusing on the structure of the various social contexts
that surrounded it. In addition, they attempted to clarify
the diverse forms of relief that resulted from those
contexts. Lastly, the roundtable aimed to illuminate the

comparative history of poverty by focusing on examples
from Osaka, rural villages, and cities in East Asia.
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Three different organizations involved in community-
building in Kita Senba cooperated in holding the Senba
Exposition 2012 over a period of 5 days from November
19 to 23, 2012. Using early modern buildings and store-
fronts that remain in Osaka’ s historic city of Kita Senba
as exposition venues, a wide-ranging and diverse pro-
gram of more than 30 separate events was held, and the
historical and cultural attractions of the neighborhood
were widely transmitted to the general public. There
were as many as 2000 participants.
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Learn to Play the Thai Zither Chakhe!
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On Tuesday, December 11, 2012 at the Senba Art Cafe
a workshop was held. That was organized by the Thai folk
music ensemble “suriyasangkhit” where there was a
lecture on and performance demonstration of the chakhe,
a Thai folk music instrument resembling a ‘Koto’.
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Founding Plenary Meeting and Commemorative
Symposium of the Creative City Network of Japan (CCNdJ)
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On Sunday, January 13, 2013, the founding plenary
meeting and commemorative symposium of the Creative
City Network of Japan were held at the Yokohama
Creative City Center, organized by the CCNJ lead organi-
zations, the Agency for Cultural Affairs, and the Creative
City Consortium (NPO), with the cooperation of the
Urban Research Plaza. The CCNJ will act towards
creating a platform for the promotion of collaboration and
exchanges between creative cities.

Urban Research Plaza Newsletter issue 18

AUCT—5vayT

TAUCORELOY RV REICAITTY

Association for Urban Creativity Workshop on “Prospects
for the AUC and the Lead-up to the London Conference”

AUC (Association for Urban Creativity. #BrigIg:2
2) OR—=FAYNR=DIANTEH BV RV REF VT
AALw DT VT4« TIy MERRME, 20124F
12A148 (&)  RRMZRY e w2 —Iicsn
T, AUC =7y T LT,

7"Zw R, @Knowledge exchange @Cultural work
®Governance @Cultural mapping® 4D D THZE%
ToTHH, ZLONBERZEIGL TV 5,

U—2rvay TR, TN OETHOFEBEE DO
fredic, 5%, ThODORRYZ E > TAUCR A
MiskCCS (City, Culture and Society) & DIAZRL—
varvEMRET S ENFEHE N

e, AUCOHE2M I —7 « 71, 20135 D5H T
Alcuy RYTHMYT 2 EMRESH, Rl >3
YRT 4=V YT — DR EDFIE ED., SR
FETH#EL TV T EDRE - T2,

CCSIZDWVTIE, ZHINENIEZY R—FINE LD
BERMS, Critical review (HINZAELE2—)
Debate session CER FOEE LT —<ICDOWVT, L
DOWFRENE L THGRZIT >y vay) GEOHa—
F—DRIBMREEI Nz, T, vy FURFLOMHE
DHREMEIC DV T B R E Nz,

BRI AR (BB SR 75 DTG

U—r a3y TOBNEG

Prof. Andy Pratt (King’s College, University of London),
who is also a board member of the AUC (Association for
Urban Creativity), visited Osaka and held a workshop on
the AUC on December 14, 2012. At the same time as he
expounded on his own research which is currently under
way, Prof. Pratt presented a new strategic plan for the
2013 AUC Conference and for the academic journal City,
Culture and Society (CCS).



