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Osaka City University's Urban Research Plaza, which
opened in 2006, is a completely new type of research
and educational institution. With its headquarters
located in the glass-faced liberating design of the
Takahara Hall, it has opened six field plazas centered
around Osaka City and five overseas sub-centers in
Hong Kong, Shanghai, and other cities, in order to rise
to the challenge of pursuing advanced urban studies
which combine the twin pillars of research deeply
embedded in the field and a theoretical approach with a
global perspective.

In 2007, the URP was chosen by the Japanese
Ministry of Culture, Education, and Science as a
Global COE (a research base of the highest standard)
to pursue a five-year program entitled " Reinventing
the City for Cultural Creativity and Social Inclusion".
At this time, we have decided to publish a newsletter to
publicize news of the dynamic and ground-breaking
research activities of our staff which has now reached
120, mainly young special researchers. We have also
posted various news on our website. We hope you will
find both useful.

Masayuki SASAKI
Director of Urban Research Plaza
Osaka City University
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SPECIAL 1 Hong Kong Sub-center

HE1 BEYTEVS-RE

A Workshop on Social Inclusion, and Cultural
Creativity was held on January 7, 2008 at the
Department of Geography, Hong Kong Baptist
University. This workshop was the celebration of the
establishment of a new sub-center of the Urban
Research Plaza, Osaka City University.

In collaboration with colleagues in Hong Kong, we
held the workshop to discuss trajectories in urban
studies and future prospects for urban societies. As
indicated in the title, the workshop focused on the joint
themes of social inclusion and cultural creativity. There
was also active exchange of views and opinions with

the participants.
Date & Time: Monday, January 7, 2008 9:00 -
18:00
Venue: Hong Kong Baptist University

Organizers:
Urban Research Plaza at Osaka City University
Department of Geography at Hong Kong Baptist
University

® Programm
Opening Celemony:
® Masayuki SASAKI, Director of Urban
Research Plaza at Osaka City University
® Kenneth K.K. WONG, Chair of the
Department of Geography at Hong Kong
Baptist University

Session 1: Chair, Kenkichi NAGAO

® Mikio SUGIURA, Adjunct Lecturer of Urban
Research Plaza at Osaka City University
The Digital Entertainment Industry in Hong
Kong and the Potential for the Hub of
Cultural Economy of East Asia

® Mee Kam NG, Associate Professor, Center of
Urban Planning and Environment
Management at the University of Hong Kong
Creative/Insurgent Participation? A Case
Study of Harbourfront Planning in Hong
Kong

® Geerhardt KORNATOWSKI, Research
Fellow of Urban Research Plaza at Osaka
City University

Cultural Heritage as a New Means to Preserve
Public Space and Low-cost Rental Housing in
Hong Kong

Session 2: Chair, Manabu SAKAGAMI

® Mok Chiu YU, Director of Centre for
Community Cultural Development (CCCD)
Case Studies of Community Cultural
Development in Hong Kong

® Hirotaka ITO, Visiting Research Fellow,
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities at
the University of Macau
Local Communities and Solidarities in
Post-Colonial City Macau

® Wing Shing TANG, Associate Professor,
Department of Geography at Hong Kong
Baptist University
Social ~ Exclusion in  Hong  Kong:
Misconception and Reality

Round Table-Panel Presentation:
Chair, Hiroshi OKANO
Theme: Future Prospects for Urban Studies and
Societies
® Toshio KAMO, Professor of the Graduate
School of Public Policy at Ritsumeikan
University, Former director of Urban
Research Plaza at Osaka City University
Cities and Urban Studies of Tomorrow: The
Idea of the URP
® Shin NAKAGAWA, Director of Urban -
Culture Research Center at Osaka City
University
Cultural Creativity and Social Inclusion
® Bussakorn SUMRONGTHONG, Associate
Professor, Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts at
Chulalongkorn University
Art for All in an Asian Perspective
® Ying Fang CHEN, Professor of Faculty of
Sociology at East China Normal University
Urban Development and Housing Exclusion/
Housing Inclusion: Representation and the
Essence of the Urban Access System
® Toshio MIZUUCHI, Vice Director of Urban
Research Plaza at Osaka City University
Pursuing New Mode of Urban Governance
for the Socially Disadvantaged Area and
People

Round Table-Discussion:
Facilitator, Toshio MIZUUCHI

Closing Remarks:
® Hiroshi YAHAGI, Professor of the Graduate
School for Creative Cities at Osaka City
University
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Representing the workshop's organizers, Professor
Masayuki Sasaki, Director of Urban Research Plaza at
Osaka City University, Professor Kenneth K. K. Wong,
Chair of the Department of Geography at Hong Kong
Baptist University offered words of welcome and gave
the background of the establishment of Hong Kong
sub-center at the opening ceremony. The workshop
consisted of three sessions. Each session featured
presentations of the latest research findings and
thought-provoking cases.

Session 1, chaired by Associate Professor Kenkichi
Nagao, had three presentations. First speaker Mr.
Mikio Sugiura focused on "the Digital Entertainment
Industry in Hong Kong" and pointed out that Hong
Kong should be positioned as both the regional and
international hub of the creative industry in the future.
Second speaker Associate Professor Mee Kam Ng gave
a case study of "Harbourfront Planning in Hong Kong"
and argued that while urban planning is constrained by
the mode of governance, open and inclusive planning
process will make a difference and contribute to a
"transition" from a government-centred policy to a
multi-stakeholder-centred mode of governance. The
last speaker Mr. Geerhardt Kornatowski dealt with the
old buildings and landmarks in Hong Kong as a cultural
heritage. By investigating cultural heritage as a tool or
tactic of social campaigning, he clarified how these
local communities pursue "real" objectives.

Session 2, chaired by Associate Professor Manabu
Sakagami, also had three presentations. First speaker
Mr. Mok Chiu Yu gave an introduction to the activities
of Community Cultural Development in Hong Kong.
Second speaker Mr. Hirotaka Ito spoke on "kaifong"
(local communities in Macau) and kaifong association's
future as a 'place' of local solidarity depends on the
extent to which the association itself recognizes its role
as a bridge linking Chinese national society and
Macau's civil society. The last speaker Associate
Professor Wing Shing Tang dealt with "social exclusion
in Hong Kong" and criticized conventional analyses of
social exclusion and recent policy recommendations
through an examination of the historical geography of
the new town and by identifying the root causes of
social in/exclusion in the area since the formation of
Hong Kong's land development regime in the 1970s.

Third session was a round table discussion consisting
two parts. The first half, chaired by Professor Hiroshi
Okano, was panel presentation based on the theme
"Future Prospects for Urban Studies and Societies"
presented by five speakers: Professor Toshio Kamo,

Professor Shin Nakagawa, Associate Professor
Bussakorn Sumrongthong, Professor Ying Fnag Chen,
and Professor Toshio Mizuuchi. After the coffee break,
Professor Toshio Mizuuchi, acted as the session
facilitator, and other speakers engaged in an active
discussions and bounced ideas off each other. We
confirmed that the international network that we were
in the process of establishing would help to facilitate a
novel mode of collaboration that transcends national
borders and promote a shared and increasingly
profound understanding.
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SPECIAL 2 Toyosaki Plaza
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Toyosaki Plaza

This is an architectural group of omoya and nagaya
wooden residential buildings that were about to be
torn down to build condominiums. Through
negotiations between the owner and Osaka City
University, demolition has been cancelled and the
buildings are now being renovated to withstand
earthquakes.

A university workshop is now being conducted
in a local residence in order to learn about older
lifestyle culture and architectural techniques from
these buildings. At present, it has been decided to
register the buildings as Tangible Cultural Properties
(Structures), and that people will continue to live in
them as they are preserved. Additionally, a
university professor has agreed to renovate a portion
of the nagaya, and his design and concept have
received an award in a prestigious renovation
competition. At this moment surveys and research
are moving forward at the URP's Toyosaki Field
Plaza.
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Unit Reports
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The 1%t Unit Urban Theory
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The 1st Unit: Urban Theory

The Urban Theory Unit is a research unit that pursues the
most advanced ideas of urbanism both practically and
theoretically, based on 'civic wisdom', and carries out a
wide range of research activities that embrace the fields
of urban economics, urban policy, urban history, and
architectural history. Outside of the university campus, it
has also established field plazas at Izumi, Ogimachi, and
Toyosaki and is active in ways related to each site's

character.

lzumi Plaza
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Izumi Plaza

At the Izumi Plaza, we are mainly concentrating our
efforts on the Izumi City Joint Survey carried out each
summer by Osaka City University's Japanese History
Department and the Izumi City Education Committee. In
this joint survey, an executive committee is organized
typically consisting mainly of students and graduate
students of the Japanese History Department, and they
carry out the survey from the advance preparations
through to the compiling of the final report.

Ogimaci Plaza
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Ogimachi Plaza

The Ogimachi Plaza is located in an Osaka City Water
Works Bureau building on the south side of Ogimachi
Park. An 'incubation facility' for creative industries, the
Ogimachi Incubation Plaza (Mebic Ogimachi) is in the
same building, and there are spaces that hold art events
here and there in the nearby vicinity. The Ogimachi
neighborhood is the district where the seeds of Osaka's
creativity are nurtured. With our eyes focused on the
theme of 'urban culture and the creative function of
industries', we are aiming to use the Ogimachi Plaza as a
place to confer with people who are active locally and to
get feedback from our research results.
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The 2" Unit Cultural Creativity
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The 2nd Unit: Cultural Creativity

This unit pursues the mechanisms of cultural creativity
for the revitalization of cities, and carries out research
activities based on cultural resource studies, science of
arts, urban planning, and architectural cityscape thinking.
Here we introduce the activities of the Art Management
Research Conference and the Senba Art Cafe.
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The 3™ Unit Social Inclusion
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The 3rd Unit: Social Inclusion

This is a research unit aimed at moving from social
exclusion to social inclusion, and it carries out a
multiplicity of research activities from the perspectives of
urban social geography, urban sociology, urban housing
studies, etc. We have set the last Thursday of every
month aside for a regularly scheduled research meeting,
and have held these meetings now three times between
April and September of 2008. At present, we are mainly
having research presentations one by one and building a
shared awareness of the problems. Also, in combination
we are proactively involved in liaison with other
town-regeneration Machizukuri groups such as the
Kamagasaki Revitalization Forum and the Kamagasaki
Studies and Research Association.
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Senba Plaza

The Senba Plaza is active under the name of the 'Senba
Art Cafe' based in a workshop space that is part of a
multiple-dwelling mixed residential building in Senba in
Osaka's urban core. Senba, with a long history, was at the
crux of the early modernization of Osaka, but later lost its
former prosperity due to the changes in industrial
structure and the move to concentration in Tokyo. At the
Senba Plaza, by investing in the arts, we are initiating
practical activities that will contribute to urban cultural
revitalization through communication via the arts and
creative utilization of shared spaces.
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http://www.osaka-nrfc.or.jp/dayori/dayori397.pdf
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Nishinari Plaza

Among our various activities, we are especially reporting
on the northwest section of Nishinari ward. The present
situation is that younger people and those with steady
employment are moving out, and that the middle aged
and elderly, people without stable employment, and single
males are moving in in large numbers. At the Nishinari
Plaza, focusing mainly on the problem of the homeless in
the widest sense, we are striving to create opportunities
for sharing information and reports, in liaison with other
groups active in the northwest Nishinari sector.

Nagara Plaza
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Nagara Plaza

The Nagara Plaza is based in a one-room unit of a
wooden apartment house in the old downtown near a
subway station. We are mainly involved in activities at a
Oyodo rehabilitation center that is a three-minute walk
away.

Kyoto Plaza (provisional)

RETSY (ER=E)

TR T (HERR) 128V T, ZOEIC2 5 O, Mt -
EATTIV) LnwxELEI, ZTITIE. £9. FORKE
IR LET,

2006 FH X0, FRIKEFHREFES ) OFHESHTERE D A
VR R EEFGEA SO EN TSR | KRB
Eh OB )& 5720 6 WEE OFRRIEE 5 v BEE &
LTHRICEE 9, EWVWHT—< %S T, s#EHNTEE %
W E LT, B, LSS —A L AMEOREE, (21T
ATE LIEEELTILIE] OEFN, [ZTo—r L a—< R
TEZznxry MEOEDLY HREY, Xy b T —27 OHRE
N IREBEEV E LT, ENHOR Y MU=, 4~
H—T 7 arOfiEE L LT, BT 7Y (FIg) oiE|
NHYET,

L7zid>T, 79472 MR L, IR - iR
ST h, HRERIBY R T T 0 7 EERCEE LHV, il
B — LA A TS TE DAL L e F Lz, BT,
FAHIZIE, 20 &) FES V=70, AR RR L
BLELOLEDD L, 24 5H2FET, 2095, NPOk
NFH LN b 0T 2 [k, MENZFEEEIC 1 EIE, & & i3E
BRUER KT, EREA, FRIEN REEAD DA
—VFTARB LBy I T v T ENTWABHE LD H
D EF A, BPEEIIREH LOKRIRSED NP LTH Y, fE
JEHRAE 5 HUAIC 220 £9 (08 4F 11 H 6 HEIE, & —h
WE—FRAEIC XL 5),

HASTORES2MELE LTIE, F 1, Bic MEE - LA
PHIES ] ZT0ET, Zhid, YEEOR L OB T,
THRNDOL L ORECEART 7 4 TR, BELET, WEE
IZ. NHK»5, I =FERVORM 2521, HiksofkT
D & vk U7z (5086 07 45 10 A 2 B e, KFR 10 A 24 A
Howe), MEFNSIL, 06 4F 40 A, 07 4E 53 A, 08 4F 40 A
OHREDR D . RT7 T ¢ THIHEFE 50 AFIBOSIN S
nET,

Mt « L AF 7T BHRE LTIE, W, 89 7~8 A (3
RTCRT T 4T) DEWTWET, @gEiEs LTk, 07
FI12AH L0, AlEL BEY ZI72HHDZHREL, EROT
7R —F &, WESETWET, BEH 3 H 15 H O 5UEEHH
AFNZ, FOBEENMBHSE Lz, 08 E0nbix, ek
RIS+ 2 L5170 E LT,

AR AL LTI, FNENDT 7 X —F T 2 EHE L, R
FUT 47 E LTHRERHPATE W I RESE T3, ki
LTHDLDLLEICLTWET, 74+ —7T v /2O TH,
WH., EFECHRETIT> TOET, AANLKIARVENRT
IR B - 1250 TIHRSERBICA DSBS, LEERRHE
FNELLA I 8%, PELL RIS EA L, LT 2L
b FEHEA,

BUE, RO R OB A 50T 400 AR ST E Wb Tk,
A TR 0BG AT T\ D 72, ABifri# DL
Bl AT T4 TRT RRD—TFT5RYD | IBPERECEE
PRAEICRAT L ET 28, Wi CEMEREZFRF A5 AT,
ENDOERKBHEE TEEEZ®W L TWAIRETT, 2ED,
HRREROTEIRS, IR DRIRIC & » T, PR ~ D%
HIVLETRBIBOTCTELTZEE2ERT LI (N Y
VI T 7= A N) XD, R IRRERTIC RN £,

BE, W< o7 ey MRfREIhTBY, ZhET
DOERAEILL T, NGOL L TOFIHCHOHY k5%
IIWTT BHER & TOET, bR ERES & eIk o
ERMEIEER Yy hU—2 L LT, AT T 4T ELTOHHH
JEORE - HPFEME L TOHEYNO X IRFFLRIZARD
Lo HEAERNTENIE, EEXZTVET,

15



Urban Research Plaza Newsletter

-. International Relations and
The 4% Unit Intelligence Infrastructure
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The 4th Unit: International Relations and Intelligence Infrastructure

Unit 4 performs the role of supporting infrastructure for GCOE
activities, centered around international contributions and information
database provision. During this year we made preparations for the
opening of our Melbourne Subcenter, and conducted a forum at the
University of Munich and training for upgrading English skills at the
University of Oxford. Additionally, we have taken up negotiations with
an overseas publisher aimed at publishing an international journal. We
also worked together with the international school project run by the
Graduate School of Literature and Human Sciences in developing
presentation skills. In archival projects, we continued work on the
project to fill out the collection of Ueda Teijiro's photographs.
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