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New Scopes for City, Culture and Society from the new editors

Francois Colbert
Professor of Arts Marketing
HEC Montreal
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It is always a challenge and also an important responsibility

to become Editor of an academic journal. City, Culture and
Society covers specific aspects of life related to the city. The
management of the organizations that create art and culture as
well as the bodies that support them through cultural policies
are the domain I will be especially responsible for. Arts and
Culture can have a huge impact on the wellbeing of citizens.
Dispersed in the city, artists become living part of a community.
Creating or presenting works of arts is one way they intervene
(direct way). Indirect ways exist too when museums offer
works of great masters, or when public libraries make books
present in the different parts of the city. The value chain in the
cultural sector is built on at least five elements: the artists that
create the works of art (writers, visual artists, set and costumes
designers), the production/distribution components that mount
and present the works to the general public (theatres, presenters,
movie theatres, booksellers), the companies that massively
reproduce the artistic product (film and music producers), those
organizations whose mandate is to protect works of art for
future generations (museums, cinematheques), governmental
bodies that fund all those previous institutions (ministry of
Culture, Arts councils, municipalities).

Culture or creativity is not only the fact of artists and arts
organization though. Every human being possesses some form
of creativity that he or she uses in its day to day life. Creativity
can express itself in every component of a city, in the cultural
milieu of course, but also in enterprises producing goods and
services, in schools through teachers, in the public
administrations. Stimulating creativity of the entire society is an
important task if the world aims to face the challenges it is
confronted to. Poverty, climate change, inequalities, health of an
aging population, all reasons to make sure every element of the

society develops and uses its creativity intensively. Op.4 01

Andy C. Pratt
Professor, Department of Culture
and Creative Industries[]
City University, London

I am very honored and pleased to join the editorial team
of City, Culture and Society. 1 have been on the editorial
board since the journal started, and been involved in
activities to promote the journal, and promote research
through the Association of Urban Creativity. I am
particularly happy to be involved with a journal that has
taken a brave interdisciplinary stance, in what in some
countries, is becoming rather closed disciplinary silos. Fields
such as culture, the city and society are by their nature broad
and interdisciplinary, and our challenge is to bring the best
from appropriate disciplines, as well as noting gaps and
developing novel bridges between and across disciplines.
Thus, a journal that sites between disciplines, and promotes
work that cuts across disciplines is not only to be welcomed,
but is a necessity in the current moment.

Another aspect of the journal that I am very supportive of
is its international scope and reference. It is vital to have
journals that escape from the confines of the
Anglo-American embrace, if nothing else that the majority
of the worlds’ urban population lives outside the immediate
sphere of these countries. CCS is one opportunity to provide
access to wider international debates for case studies and
researchers who may otherwise be excluded, or
marginalized by prevailing norms.

One way to ensure that areas of academic study continue
to evolve is to be open to change and exposed to challenging
ideas. But taking an interdisciplinary stance, and opening to
a truly global stage CCS is doing this. However, there is
another important step, and that is ensuring that the next
generations of scholars develop their skills and gain
experience in writing. If CCS can encourage younger
scholars it can only feed the quality and extent of the

research agenda. Up4 02
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Concluding Symposium: A Comparative History of Early
Modern Status Societies from the Perspective of Law and
Society

20130 80 24025 000000000000 0O0O0O0OO0
oooobooboooooomoooooobooooobooooo
gobobobooboobooboboooboooboboooboboooboooon
obooobooboooooooobOooOooboboOoboOoboOoboooo
goboooboobomo2o00 30000000 O00bO0onOO
ood

10000b0ooobo0 boobboooboooboooog
oboooboooOwoboooooooboooooboooooooo
goboobooboboooboobooboboooboooboooon
oboboooobboboomooobooboooooooooboooo
goboobooboboooboobooboboooboooboooon
oboooboboooooooooboomooobooobooobooo
goboobooboboooboobooboboooboooboooon
oboooooooooooooboooo

20000000000 ODOOOOOOoObOoOobOoooo
obooobooboooooooobOooOooboOoboOoboobooo
goboooboobobooboboopnoboooboobobooobooon
oboooboooooooooobobooobooboOoboobooom
gobooobooboobbooboooboooboboobomo
oboboobooooooooooboooboooooboooooboooo
goboooboobobooobooboobb40b00000

oboooooooooooooooooboooboobooooo
goboobooboboooboooboobobooboboooboooon
oboooboooooooooobooooboOobOoboobooo
goboooboobooobooboooo

0 O0O000oooObooooobooon

The Early Modern Osaka Research Group held the last in a
series of symposia on “The Comparative History of Early
Modern Status Societies from the Perspectives of Law and
Society.” Scholars participating in the concluding symposium
presented papers focusing on various status groups that lived
and labored in early modern cities. The symposium was held
as part of a four-year project directed by the Early Modem
Research Groups. The symposium was divided into two
sessions: “The Performing Arts and Almsgiving” and
“Merchants and Artisans.” In total, seven papers were presented

during the two-day symposium.
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Using a Public Park as a Place for Getting together and getting mixed between
New and Old Residents and Working People — The ‘Awaza  Circus’
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‘Awaza Circus’, a bazaar of handmade items, was held on
Sept. 21st in the new Awaza Park in front of the Creative Center
Awaza (CCA). This is an event enjoyed by both children and
adults that featured live music and goods for sale. This was
aimed at forming a creative neighborhood by encouraging new
and old residents and working people to get together and get
mixed. It was presided by an executive committee of earnest
volunteers which was assisted by Osaka’s Nishi Ward. Also the
local neighborhood association and the Friends of the Park

cooperated with them for a success of the event.
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Disseminating Thai Culture Mainly through Traditional
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At the Senba Art Cafe, a ‘Sriyasankhit Workshop’ has been
being held once a month beginning in November, 2012. The
Thai traditional music performing groups ‘Sriyasankhit’ who are
active as artists in residence are continuing to hold practices at
the Senba Art Cafe on a regular basis. In the workshops, they
introduce a variety of cultural topics related to Thai music
through a mixture of video and demonstrations, and convey the
richness and depth of Thai culture.
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A research group led by Prof. Mizuuchi [ Vice Director of
URPO is carrying out a survey of guesthouses for foreigners
that utilized vacant housing in Osaka’s Nishinari Ward. With the
cooperation of local realtors, the survey is clarifying the
problems of vacant housing in the area and its impact on the
local community, and it aims to acquire knowledge that can

serve to help improve conditions in Japan’s inner cities.
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CCS gladly encourages the submission of manuscripts
dealing with any aspect of arts management linked to the city
as well as cultural policy research at the local level. CCS is
interested by topics such as participation in the arts, the
psychology or behavior of cultural consumers in cities, cities
as cultural tourist attractions, marketing to unprivileged
communities, clusters of cultural attractions, development of
new ideas in community outreach, innovative ways of
municipal or local governments in supporting social initiatives

in the arts.
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As I see it an important role that any journal can perform,
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future of urban studies, as well as the future of policy and
00@D)0@)0@O0)D0000000000onoooo

g00o0ooOo0o000o0oOooOoO0oOoooobcooo
0000o00o0o00000000

0 0(@)O (0 0)O From Home Shop to Breaker Project: Experiments with
Daily Life at the Urban Neighborhoods at Beijing and Osaka

governance. As researchers we study cities because we are
interested in how and why they have the forms that they do;
but by gaining insights into processes we can offer the

possibility of change. The evidence base for cities, and their

DJohn PORTERO 0000000000 000000000 . o i
social and cultural activities, is in need of much work, in

m000000000000000O particular to provide the insights that policy makers can use to
: develop policy, and to respond to and understand previous

policy failure. I hope that CCS can address these challenges.
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