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Symposium on ‘Challenging the Art Market: The Potential for Artistic Expression by Disabled People’
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DHASDOEENZRIETEH Z & TAM & LTOBER] if%f: This symposium (organized by Osaka Prefecture and the Urban
D%, BEEFOZINRBOEFRITHOW TRBIZE Lotk Research Plaza) was held on January 11, 2014 (Sat.) at the auditorium of
BT, the Risona Bank Osaka’s headquarters. In recent years interest and

undertakings concerning artistic expression by disabled people have spread
widely, and the interest level has heightened even overseas. In 2008 Osaka
Prefecture initiated an ‘employment assistance project for the disabled
using art,” and the Urban Research Plaza has participated in the project
since its start. About 400 people from all over the country took part in this
symposium intended to give evidence of the results and remaining issues
of the project.

The main speaker was Ms. Atsuko Muraki, Vice Minister, Ministry of

Health, Labour and Welfare, and the audience was entranced by her talk

based on her own experience. Based on the discussions at this symposium,
HAETR R 3 v 554 27) there are plans to continue encouraging the cooperation of many different

kinds of people by for example opening an ‘inclusive café’.
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SEMBA EXPO 2013
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The SEMBA EXPO 2013 was held over six days from November 19
through November 24 in order stimulate the Kita Senba area and as many
as 2,500 people took part.

The event consisted of 35 separate programs including walks through
the neighborhood, street corner concerts, and hands-on classes held in
historic buildings.

85% of people responding to a questionnaire answered that the expo
‘was good’ and 93% responded that they could feel the ‘charm of the
neighborhood’ in Kita Senba.
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Open Nagaya Osaka 2013
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On November 23 and 24, the event ‘Open Nagaya Osaka 2013’ was
held, organized by the event’s executive committee in which the Toyosaki
Plaza is prominent. On those days 20 different nagaya were made open to
the public and about 500 people took part.

This event was first held in 2011 with the goal of creating a network for
urban revitalization making use of Osaka’s housing culture, and this was
its third year. People who visited the nagaya were able to well appreciate
how the nagaya are filled with a sense of life. It is anticipated that

undertakings like this will lead to vigorous neighborhoods in the future.
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The Workshop on Social Justice and the City
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From 4 to 6 December 2013, under co-sponsorship of the URP Hong
Kong sub-center, the Geography Department of Hong Kong Baptist
University organized an international workshop on "Social Justice and
the City". The aim of this workshop was to expand on the concept of
social justice and to further consider what methodological/theoretical
opportunities this concept holds amid the current rising inequalities
especially among fast-growing Asian cities, and also Western and
African cities where the urban context seemingly differs. Many
academics from geography, sociology and political studies joined, which
contributed greatly to the interdisciplinary discussion of this topic.

On the last day, we went out on an excursion to observe the current
conditions of social inequality in the inner-city area of Sham Shui Po.
Finally, the visits to households living in unstable conditions provided an
unique chance to contemplate on how a practical realization of social

justice might take form.
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