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The Urban Research Plaza Enters a New Phase

FHIE ST P 2006 £ 4 A, FHHE~OF v L VL LTHEREN, LEBEED S/ 0—L COE Fu7F 4 (LL
T. GCOE) ZEARENT= 2007 FENGF 7THEM. FTEEZBED CE lex KEZNTREZBIT 2 DIk, ZhvE Tk

Ve Z D TEIREEB B HITRICRET 22 L & Rote, TIVDINETLE ZNNbE, HIHFENRGE-7,

ERR/ ZHNETEEVIED L, BEE LTEIZ 3 O0%
FondTLEY, £7. BT IV COEBFELEU T,
ELTRICOGHDPNTEYE (F79) &L THBiEL TV D 2
& RIZ GCOE ~DHIFEIZER LT 7 ¥ &2 440> [HFZek%RE )
D TFRBEHRE] ~E BT T, BEREASEIC K- T
FIMRE LD NMERICE#RL T&72 2 &, ZHid GCOE
OFHIFMTHLEVIMAEZTE Lz, 3 DBIXELI 1B
SWOBOEEMICER L, [OENAER T Lo l&
EIRBLTCEHBSESE AR v a2 52, —DD Yy L
CLTHN SN2 LT, Zhix, EEERYy—F
CCS DT AUC (#TAIEM 7)) R b REL<FhE
LELE,
W& FAX. 77 VORGSR T BH L 5HE
LizZebdhy, IO TTIV LIS MEEfcE, &%
TMEAK L SND LR T-BIETY, TORBRERE 2
T &, TTVIE, FNETH- THEERD Y R0V EIC
I, FEERZE LI WE S IClbhET, FHMHTmD -
TRETD2IELRUTTN, PRNTORMEZEDTNL
ZEHHEETL X D,
HO—ODMEE LT, T —~DEERD T N ET,
FTTBUASCE T TE D 2 W TE T OFRF O KA AL LT
DIEHEFEICESE GO ML RESETCVEZNTT
12,
tERER/ SHOMEIL, 2L E o THHMBE ORI %R
TL X9, TV, 2014 FE S ORESLEFIA - LEMIEH
RELUTIBRIAEICREISIL. 2 AT v T ~OERNY
NTELZELHNVETH, KExWLIDDZERHEATNST
Wi E BnET,

exRAiprR (7)) LPIERHHTER

g, Fnk bz, Te—fb) 2% —TU— RIiZ,
KREEEROBH E 7TV ORIE 9 F<#HAESEL LB E
ERHETY, Ebonln ) ERFIIFMFELEOLIA
WERTOEERH, 77 VidbeA Ll EOMZER A BER L
TEFE L, MEOMAEERDZ LT, TIVNRINETE
WTETEANR Y bU— 7 RCUFFERRSE D KR TIER &
NC, IV OFEBEENREDEEXET,

ERKR/ FEMITE D TR, FFTR O ([T KRNI
LTWETd,

(% 2014 FEEDD OFTBSE )
1E R KKz

EgiwN= =t NN O AN A I

7T WRHEEEE, SUL)T « ST LI AIEER R B

=k
EANEE TPl s
e &0 & 45t

HTFET 7 TR, WEFFIR
B ;R
\ J

Along with the retirement from Osaka City University of
Prof. Masayuki Sasaki, who has served as Director of the
Urban Research Plaza for 7 years since 2007, Prof. Masaki
Abe, who has until now served as Assistant Director, has
been installed as the new Director. Prof. Sasaki cited as his
major accomplishments up till now: 1) the fact that the URP
functions as a forum or ‘plaza’ that is open to ordinary
citizens, 2) the fact that young researchers have been
attracted through an international appeal and the URP has
contributed to the fostering of human resources, and 3) the
fact that a genre has been firmly established that advocates
the concept of the ‘inclusive and creative city.” Prof. Abe
cited as issues that need to be addressed in the future: 1)
taking up research whose vision includes urban politics and
urban administration or the legal system in relation to urban
affairs, and 2) making it possible for the human network
built by the URP and its research results to be utilized by the
entire university.
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The 4th International Roundtable Conference on ‘Opening the Century of Cities’
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Since 2010, the Urban Research Plaza and the Osaka
International House Foundation have co-organized the meeting
‘Opening the Century of Cities’. On January 31, 2014 an
International Roundtable on ‘Exploring Ethnic Towns’ was
held at Takahara Hall, Osaka City University. Three promising
junior scholars, Taku Fukumoto, Mikyoung Son and Aya
Kawamoto, presented their studies on ethnic enclaves in
Osaka. On February 1, 2014 a Citizens’ Workshop on ‘Gaze to
Multicultural Society’ was held at the Osaka International
House. Mr. Shitoku Maki (Ryukyu musician), Ms. Kayoko
Takahashi (NPO leader), Ms. Yangjah (dancer), Mr. Lew
Pik-Svonn (art worker from Malaysia), and Ms. Fahmi Reza
(writer from Malaysia) were invited as guest speakers (and
performers).
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Social Inclusion and Self Expression— a workshop

in Italian masque drama
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On March 14 (Fri) and 15 (Sat) of 2014 a workshop was held
at Nishinari-ku under the leadership of the Fraternal Compagnia
drama group from Bologna who are visiting Japan, and as many
as 20 single elderly welfare recipients took part. This drama
group, which presents masque drama, began from groups that
give aid to Bologna’s homeless, and through creative activities
together with the homeless they work to bring about social
inclusion. On the 16" (Sun) at the ‘One Flower Project
Symposium’ at Nishinari Plaza, 9 people enthusiastically
performed the results from the workshop before an audience of
about 80 spectators.
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URP INTERNATIONAL COLLOQUIUM
"On Urban Change, Gentrification and
Neighborhood Regeneration in Osaka"
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On 24 March 2014, the URP invited Prof. Doreen Massey
(The Open University) to Osaka City University. In order to
facilitate some discussions with her, Toshio Mizuuchi (URP
Vice Director) and a group of young researchers organized a
colloquium on current patterns of gentrification in the city of
Osaka. The presentations focused on specific areas such as NW
Nishinari, NW Horie and Nakazaki-cho which are experiencing
tremendous changes, yet with different characteristics. These
were followed by an extensive discussion on conceptual issues
of social mixing, neoliberalism and gentrification, and practical

solutions to urban revitalization.
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International Round Table on the ‘History of Comparative Categories of Traditional Cities—

the case of Japan and France’
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On March 6 and 7 of 2014 an international round table was
held at Osaka City University intended to deepen interaction
between Japan and France regarding research in urban history.

At Session I, ‘The Origin of Cities and the Origin of
Groups and Families,’ it was made clear that the urban creation
‘myths’ of French cities can be divided into periods according
to political circumstances, and there was clarification of the
characteristics of histories at the level of the city, milieus, and
families in the case of early modern Osaka.

At Session II, ‘The Meaning of Japan’s Early Modern
History in the Context of French Historical Societies,” there
were comments from both French and Japanese researchers
about the special issue on Japan’s early modern history that
was published in the journal Annales in 2011. They looked
back on the long span of historical studies in both countries
and there was a deeply significant discussion.
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The 12" Urban Cultural Research Forum: Arts and Social

Outreach — Designs for Urban Dignity
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The Bangkok Urban Cultural Research Forum on ‘Arts and
Social Outreach—Designs for Urban Dignity’ was held on
March 3 and 4 of 2014 at Chulalongkorn University in
Bangkok. While reports on various case studies of social
outreach through the arts from different places were presented,
there was also an active debate about how the arts are related
to contemporary humanitarian problems on both a global and a
local level.
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The 12" Urban Research Forum: Making New Cultural
Tradition for Sustainable City

201443 H 8 A (H), A RRUTEWMRFEYa /Uy
TV BRI CH 12 [FERHAFE 7 4+ — T AR B Sz, 2o
T & =T MFHHINRET T, A RV T EWRFEY a7
DX BINVERE, FLTHY ¥~ ¥ RELRREH O 3 Kt
BIZ L > TEE STV D b DT,

BHIEFA YRR THIRKRFET a 7P DLERD
Hermin Kusmayati #RICE DTV =V LAAE—F & X7
=TT =Y DDA IR A B L%
“Making New Cultural Tradition for Sustainable City” &
WO T—vDb & LUTFD 84T X HFEENTOILIZ, Widya
Nayati & (¥ V¥ ~ & RFEUCEFEBETRAT) . KK
ERiArSE 7 7 VRIFTR /PR #0%) . Hesti Rahayu
K (A RRUTERKRFES a VX INARES 2T VT
— Y SEERERT) . Citra Aryandari & (f & RV 7 E kS
Val X BINVERENT 3= T T =Y ARG . Harry
Kurniawan K (¥ ¥ ~ & KFELFEEGERR) . & — G
HilFZE 7 P RpEa4AT) . Yulita Kusuma Sari & (FY v~
A REFSACR S ER#AT) . Joned Suryatmoko [ (Y v~ 4
KAELIE) BERIR), 7—~1TY—U XA AFU—F
NTF v — BT RBORE R LD TZ0 . RELED
T RERRI 7o w3 A o Sz,

W =i — ERHATIE 7 7 Y RT3k Am)

7 F =T LRGEORT (TP a TP x ANER)

On March 8 (Sat) 2014, the 12" Annual Urban Research
Forum was held at the Indonesian Institute of the Arts
Yogyakarta. Based on this year’s theme ‘Making New Cultural
Traditions for Sustainable Cities,” 8 researchers from the URP,
the Indonesian Institute of the Arts Yogyakarta, and from
Gadjah Mada University made presentations and held an active

discussion that included members of the audience.
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