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In December 2008 Osaka City University's Urban Research
Plaza and the South Korean Urban Studies Institute held a joint
international symposium on "Poverty and Community." There
were about 50 participants including researchers and students
with an interest in housing problems of the poor, government
workers and activists who actually deal with housing aid for the
poor, and citizens who are concerned with these problems. It
became clear that many cities in East Asia share common
problems in housing the poor, and at the same time it was
confirmed that there is a need to consider theories in response
to the conditions in each of these different cities. The 5th
Conference of East Asian Alternative Geographers (EARCAG)
was held with the overall theme of "Post-Globalization and East
Asia". The Urban Research Plaza participated intensively in the
session "Urban (Re)development in East Asian Cities: The
People's Approaach" which it had planned jointly with the Hong
Kong and Shanghai Sub-centers, and presented the research
results of each researcher on social inclusion and regeneration
of cities. As part of the interviews that are a continuation of the
East Asia Aid for the Homeless Survey, in order to track
developments in the city of Seoul's aid policies for the homeless
over the last year, we held survey interviews with those
concerned and observed several actual aid locations.
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Ueda Teijiro Photo Archives
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The 4th Unit's Ueda Teijiro Historical Photo Archive editorial
group surveyed and analyzed the Writings on Ueda Teijiro and
the Ueda Teijiro Collection of Photo Albums of Famous
Japanese Places which consist of several thousand documents
and historic photographic materials left behind by Ueda Teijiro
(1860-1944) who was owner of the Ueda Camera Shop in
Osaka's Andoji-cho and a leader in the early 20th century
photographic world in Japan. Although many materials have
been lost, there are 20 albums of the Ueda Teijiro Photo Album
Collection of Famous Japanese Places which has 1,777 scenic
photos embracing the whole territory of Imperial Japan (except
for Okinawa) including the main islands and colonial Korea, the
Ueda Teijiro Photography Negative Film Album of Osaka City
1927-1928, Scenic Photos of Osaka's Umeda District Series,
1935, etc. Additionally, there are the Diaries of Ueda Teijiro,
various memos and documents, a historical group of cancelled
picture postcards, photo books, photo magazines, album photo
prints, glass plates, etc. Using this abundant collection of
historical materials for research, the editorial group is
attempting to open up new territory in the untrodden academic
field of study of photo archives and build a new approach to
photographic history.
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www.ur—plaza.osaka—cu.ac.jp/news/posters200811. htm
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At the Urban Research Plaza, every year the second week of
November is "Plaza Week" and we put on a number of special
events such as evening sessions and poster sessions. Evening
Sessions Unit 1, with the aim of introducing and enriching the
research content and activities of the younger researchers who
stand at the forefront of our activities to each other, kicked off
the meetings with a session "What is Urbanism?" Unit 2 held a
workshop titled "Towards Intermingling of Civic Know-how and
Academic Knowledge." In the workshop, discussion of the
impacts on the university and society of the meeting of actual
practice with research was held, led by researchers who are
involved not only in education and research at the university but
are energetically engaged out in the field. Unit 3 assembled
three unique research teams to staff three research projects in
new areas, and with the principal members of those projects,
together with teaching staff from other units and people active
out in the field, held a roundtable discussion on "Talking
Seriously About an Inclusive Society." Unit 4 planned a panel
discussion on "Knowledge Selling- the Dissolving University" in
order to project the future of the Urban Research Plaza.
Overcoming the traditional image of the university which
tended to be easily criticized for its 'scholarship for the sake of
scholarship', and how to put back the knowledge, which is the
real capital of the university, into the society became the main
topic of discussion. Poster Sessions at this year's Plaza Week,
the third in a row, with almost all of the special researchers
exhibiting posters, 25 unique Plaza research programs were
introduced.
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From October 17-20, the International Creative Cities Forum
2008 was held in Kanazawa and Kobe, with the "Creative City
Roundtable" in Kanazawa. Policy makers from Bologna, Santa
Fe, and Berlin were invited, and we discussed a citizen's
network aimed at preserving cultural diversity and sustainable
development. In both cases, Urban Research Plaza Director
Sasaki supervised the planning cooperation and production. At
the roundtable, not only Japanese local government officials but
also a group of South Korean researchers participated. In the
future we plan to develop so that our vision includes linkages
with other Asian cities.
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We periodically hold meetings of the Shitennoji and City of
Osaka Research Association. Additionally, in research on
early modern Japanese cities, since research on Kyoto
occupied the mainstream since the 1980s, we held a literature
review meeting of the representative research. There are
many things in that research that can be learned for research
on early modern Osaka as well.
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Continuing from last year, work was done on the project of
strengthening earthquake resistance and renovation of the
nagaya buildings at Toyosaki Plaza. This year the work was
mainly on the nagaya that the residents live in. In addition to
strengthening against earthquakes, using old photographs
supplied by the residents, we are attempting to bring out the
charm that the nagaya originally had, considering the design
facade of the buildings, and making plans that respect the
existing axial group structure. In the Osaka-style Modern
Nagaya Preservation Study Group, we have studied the
recently concluded outreach project in New York that made a
strong appeal to international society about the value of Kyoto
and the kyomachiya, as well as the latest methods for
preservation and restoration of Kyoto's kyomachiya, and have
discussed how that can be put to use in the future for
Osaka-style nagaya locations.
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At the Ogimachi Plaza, we have started on the "Urban Culture
and the Creative Functions of Industry" project, we are
consulting with people who are active in the neighborhood,
and we are aiming to make it into a place where we can feed
back research results into the community. During the week of
October 13-21, we welcomed a visiting group of Korean
researchers, mainly from Yonsei University, and we
coordinated a study tour for them, mainly in the Keihanshin
region of areas that have taken up creative city renewal, and
then we accompanied them. As part of that, we had exchanges
with them in visits to both Nishinari and Toyosaki Plazas and
through holding a joint seminar. Additionally, we participated
in the International Creative Cities Forum held in Kanazawa

and Kobe, were able to learn about trends not only in Japan but
in the world, and had a fruitful study tour.
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At Unit 2, we held an Art Management research meeting with
the members making presentations in order to share our
awareness of problems. Also, we invited Gareth Wreford,
director of Arts Access Australia which supports art activities
for the handicapped, and held a lecture and seminar meeting.

Senba Art Cafe mE7—bhH7x
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From November 25 to 29, 2008, a "Town Commons- Senba
Architecture Festival 3 in Koraibashi 2-chome" was held at
various locations in Koraibashi 2-chome. At this event, held in
cooperation with the Koraibashi 2-chome neighborhood
association, we planned a program using the town's old history,
rich culture, and hidden secrets, and on the final day held a
symposium that considered the form urban renewal should
take through an experiment in 'togetherness'. In the
symposium, people who are involved in promoting the Senba
district participated in a panel and had a lively exchange of

views on neighborhood history, culture and the use of space,
and town renewal through the power of the arts.
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This term's research meeting of Unit 3 was quite fruitful,
combining with a study tour and discussions about new
projects. Additionally, it managed to attract many participants
from both inside and outside the unit and served as an occasion
for new network-building. In October we had a Japan-Korea
exchange, with an introduction to the housing and employment
aid activities for poor areas in Seoul and later an exchange of
views, and then in December there was the opening of the
Abeno Plaza, and, accompanying it. were explanations of the
death with dignity project QOD and the planning for the temple
cafe.
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The Kamagasaki Archive Project and the Nishinari Health
Status Survey, both managed by the researchers and research
assistants belonging to the Nishinari Plaza, got under way. The
Kamagasaki Archive Project originated with a collection of
3,900 photographic records made over a thirty year period
after the war that were donated to the Urban Research Plaza by
Mr. Uehata Shigenobu who worked at Nishinari Labor and
Welfare Center. After organizing them in collaboration with
NPOs and local organizations, we will make them into a digital
archive. The Health Status Survey is beginning in the
northwest of Osaka's Nishinari Ward where urban problems
are concentrated, and is intended to survey the health
condition of the residents and try to clarify the relationships
between health and economic causes (economic inequalities)
and social causes (social exclusion) that are in the
background.
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The international promotion unit has been preparing the
publication of our international journal. We organized talks with
specialists from the UK. and Canada to give us ideas and
opinions on current publishing practices. In this spring we are
about to compile a special issue towards the international
academic circles.
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