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Osaka City University’s Urban Research Plaza (Platform for Leading-Edge Urban Studies)
2nd Annual Workshop for URP (Young, Leading Edge Urban) Special Researchers
and UCRC Workshop (Overall Evaluation) joint with Manila Urban Research Forum
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On the 9th and 10th March 2016, “Osaka City University’s Urban Research Plaza (Platform for Leading-Edge Urban Studies) 2nd
Annual Workshop for URP (Young, Leading Edge Urban) Special Researchers and UCRC Workshop (Overall Evaluation) joint with

Manila Urban Research Forum” was held in the Osaka City University’s Academic Information Center. On the first day the guest

speakers Yoneno Michiyo, Associate Professor at the University of the Philippines’ Asian Cultural Center, and Nakanishi Miho, a

doctor student at the Osaka City University Graduate School’s Faculty of Letters, gave lectures with the topics “Succession of

Traditional Culture in Local Cities in the Philippines: Between Villages and the State”, and “Meeting Modern and

Contemporary Art in the Philippines”. Further, during these two days, all 14 URP special researchers presented their research.

While through this event the results of a global academic hub could be verified, it became also a great opportunity for active

exchange, essential for further progress in urban research.
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Spring Semba Exhibition 2016 “Semba Doll’s Day”
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During the week from 26th February to 3th March 2016
in the Kita-Semba district, Located at the heart of Osaka
city, the Spring Semba Exhibition 2016 “Semba Doll’s Day”
was held. At the venue, consisting of four partly historical
buildings, fine Hina Dolls that had been handed on over
generations by old-established families from in Semba
were exhibited. During the event more than 5000 visitors
were counted at the main venue, Shibakawa building. In
addition, established shops from Kita-Semba like
Japanese restaurants or confectionaries were asked for
cooperation, and offered during the event a special Doll’s
Day menu. The event was hosted by an executive
committee formed by local people, and as a collaborator
the Urban Research Plaza supported the planning through
the field plaza Semba Art Cafe.
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14th Urban Research Forum (Yogyakarta)
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With the topic “A New Community Management through

Arts and Culture”, the 14th Urban Research Forum was held
on the 23th February 2016 at the auditorium of the Indonesian
Institute of the Arts. It was organized by the Urban Research
Plaza (Yogyakarta Office), the Indonesian Institute of the Arts
and the Gadjah Mada University’s Faculty of Cultural

Sciences.
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The 14t URP Bangkok Urban Culture Forum
2016: "Urban Culture - Rural Culture:
Overcoming a Dichotomy"
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From 3rd March to 4th March, the 14th URP Bangkok Urban
Culture Forum was held in URP's Bangkok Overseas Center.
The annual forum raises topics on visual and creative art,
performance studies, dance, cultural studies,
ethnomusicology, urban planning and related disciplines that
study urban culture through arts. This year's theme focused
on the dichotomy between the rural and urban in social
science, and how culture functions to overcome it and create
ways for coexistence. The forum also set the stage for the
signing of an MOU between Osaka City University and
Chulalongkorn University.
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10tk Asian Art Management Conference
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From the 17th to 19th March at the hotel of De La
Salle University (Manila, Philippine) the 10th Asian
Art Management Conference was held. Researchers
and activists from the Philippines and Japan presented
many projects, and opinions could be actively

exchanged.
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Publication of URP Leading-Edge Urban Research Booklet Series
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Remarks on “Conceptualizing an Inclusive City: Practices in East Asia”
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In this book policies and practices for revitalizing
social disadvantaged areas in East Asia, and a lot of
ideas to overcome different disadvantages, many cities
have to deal with, are introduced. By sharing the
different experiences of various cities we hope that it
will become an important source for the discussion on
the realization of the “inclusive city”. This book was
written by teachers and researchers of the Urban

Research Plaza in collaboration with the URP Oversea
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Centers (Seoul, Taipei, Hong Kong).
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