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AIMS and SCOPE

The 21st century has been dubbed the century of cities - sustainable
cities, compact cities, post-modern cities, mega-cities, and more. CCS
focuses on urban governance, under the banner of cultural creativity
and social inclusion. Its primary goal is to promote pioneering
research on cities and to foster the sort of urban administration that
has the vision and authority to reinvent cities adapted to the
challenges of this century. The journal aims to stimulate a new
interdisciplinary paradigm that embraces multiple perspectives and
applies this paradigm to the urban imperative that defines the 21st
century.

Topics of special interest to CCS include urban economics, cultural
creation, social inclusion, social sustainability, cultural technology,
As a
peer-reviewed international journal, CCS welcomes contributions

urban governance, sustainable cities, creative cities.
from disciplines including but not limited to economics, business,
planning, political science, statistics, geography, sociology, cultural
studies, population studies and public administration.
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Editors : Editor-in-Chief: Professor Masayuki Sasaki, Director; URP,
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Managing Editor: Professor Hiroshi Okano, URP, Vice-Director,
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SPECIAL 1 The Opening Symposium of Melbourne URP Sub-Center
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*Toshio Mizuuchi (URP): Moderator of roundtable on social inclu-
sion in Osaka and Melbourne

*Hiroshi Okano (& *~i2%£}, URP): The possibility of new interna-
tional journal on urban research

*Hiroshi Yahagi (Bli& #8254}, URP): Shrinking cities and social
Inclusion: Nagasaki's Challenges

*Katsuhiro Miyamoto (T 2£fF5%8}, URP): Recent architectural works
including Sugimoto-cho Station Project in Osaka

*Kuniko Shibata (URPH%%&, London School of Economics): Neolib-
eralism, risk, and spatial governance in the developmental state:
Japanese planning in the global economy

*Kevin O'Corrnor (UM): Logistics as a Creative Activity

*Darko Radovic (UM): The world city hypothesis revisited - the con-
cept of eco-urbanity

*Shinya Kitagawa (URPH%%&): An impossible "offshore" camp for
immigrants at Lampedusa in [taly -a limit to include socially
undocumented immigrants

*Danny Samson and S Goldsmith (UM): Sustainable development and
business success
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*Worksheet 1(18:30~19:45) *Worksheet 2(20:00~23:00)
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*Worksheet 3(8:30~9:30) *Worksheet 4(9:35~11:30)

*Worksheet 5(12:30~14:00) *Group reports on social inclusion
(14:15~15:30) *Final discussions, where to from here?(15:40~
16:30)
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From February 2nd thru 4th, at the University of Melbourne in
Australia's Victoria State, a commemorative symposium and related
workshops were held to mark the opening of the Melbourne
Subcenter. It became the sixth overseas subcenter to be opened,
following Shanghai, Bangkok, Yogyakarta, Los Angeles, and Hong
Kong. The city of Melbourne is an ideal location for advancing
the various projects of the Urban Research Plaza, having received
recognition by UNESCO as a 'creative city.” The University of
Melbourne also has established many community colleges, has
moved forward in progressive involvements in blending the
know-how of the citizens with academic knowledge, and shares
much in common with the URP in the vision of the city that it is
aiming towards. Additionally, as a subcenter in the
English-speaking world, it is expected to fill the role of editorial
base for C/ITY, CULTURE & SOCIETY, scheduled for publication in
early 2010 by Holland Elsevier, Ltd.

At the lunch meeting that kicked off the symposium, URP Director
Sasaki gave a speech marking the opening. He indicated that the
cooperative projects undertaken with the University of Melbourne
and the other related institutions were deeply significant for the
reconstruction of the face of the city through the urban
governance, cultural creativity, and social inclusion which the URP
is promoting. Director Sasaki further related his ambitious goal of
putting into practice a new mode of collaboration between the
University of Melbourne and the URP based on the subcenter.

At the symposium, researchers from both the University of
Melbourne and the URP made presentations on a range of
conceptual and practical issues from this past year on social
inclusion and cultural creativity in the city, and on building a basis
for creating a new type of urban studies. There were many
comments from the participants, both Japanese and Australian. In
all the various forms that contemporary cities take, such as
'creative cities', 'world cities', 'compact cities', etc. each of the
presentations focused on the activities of local bodies of residents
and clearly projected detailed steps for building the new vision of
the city. In the workshop on social inclusion held at the University
of Victoria, participants included social workers from Melbourne's
Western Region who are engaged in progressive activities related
to social inclusion, and local assembly legislators.

In as much as this was a collaboration between the university and
people on the ground, taking into account varied voices on the
actual local conditions, and not something stamped out as a single
model of what ‘should be’ by the university, we feel it was precisely
a workshop where the 'fusion’ aimed at by the URP occurred.
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SPECIAL 2 The 7th Academic Forum in Yogyakarta .~ Bangkok
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On Friday, February 6, 2009 the 7th Yogyakarta Academic Forum
was held at Gadjah Mada University located in Yogyakarta in the
Republic of Indonesia. Presentations were made by two researchers
from Gadjah Mada University, two from the Indonesia Institute of
the Arts, and three from Osaka City University, There were about
70 total attendees. This forum has been held each year since 2003,
and the theme of this year's forum was 'Socio-cultural Networking.'
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On Monday, February 16, 2009, The 7th Academic Forum in
Bangkok: 'Urban Culture as Social Interface' was held in Thailand,
jointly sponsored by Osaka City University's URP and
Chulalongkorn University's Performing Arts Department. Seven
people from Osaka City University participated, serving as
moderators and presenters. The seven presented a variety of
reports about culture and there was lively discussion. This research
gathering has been held regularly in the past and plans are to
continue it. It is expected to help develop human interactions
between Japan and Thailand in the future.
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The Cultural Creativity Unit held an Art Management Research
Group meeting. Arrangements were made for the Meeting of
Asian Art Management 3' which this research group plans and
conducts. Additionally, Professor Dr. Tan Sooi Beng of the
Universiti Sains Malaysia gave a lecture, deepening our knowledge
and discussions of art management in Asia.

SENBA ART CAFE Mm7—bh7

Francois Matarasso, who does research on British cultural
policies, was invited to the URP and spoke about involvement in
community art and local survey methods, together with methods
of advocacy activity aimed at proposing policy changes. Even in
the simple words 'survey' and 'assessment’, one can distinguish
many different types based on approaches and goals, or who is
running the project. Among these different types of surveys, some
are useful for advocacy and some are not; we were able to hear his
sharp criticisms. It was also deeply significant that such a forum
was held jointly by research institutions and people who are active
on the ground.
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Social Inclusion
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