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[Cultural Creativity]
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Fundamentally recasting the idea of what culture should be within
society or the environment; carrying out clinical trials at the site of
creative practices in the city; and while accumulating evidence,
searching for a new urban culture, or indeed a reinvention of the
city itself, is the core of 'Cultural Creativity' research at the Urban
Research Plaza. As the stages for that, we have established
experimental venues in various Asian cities including Osaka.

If one examines the 20th century from a cultural perspective,
there is a big problem in that culture has been treated as an object
to be manipulated and consumed. Culture is not that kind of external
object, but rather a 'way of living' that exists within us. Forging the
strength within that, when we confront the contemporary society
and environment through scientific knowledge, our pathway itself is
directed towards a 'reinvention of the city and social inclusion that
utilizes the creativity of culture.’

Interestingly, in Indonesia, when confronting social problems that
cannot be solved with normal means, there are times when artists
are asked for the ultimate advice. In the past they were of course
psychic mediums. But now why artists? It is because they are
specialists in 'creativity." This is something that not only works in
Indonesia, but wherever societies are undergoing drastic change. It
would for example translate well even into Japan. In other words,
creative prescriptions are necessary. We believe that rather than
fostering specialized artists, there is a need for everyone to become
artists. This in a sense also means aiming towards making art
ubiquitous.
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SPECIAL 1 Collaboration to develop the UNESCO Creative Cities Network
~ Two international forum reports ~
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In the cities of Kanazawa and Kobe, which have recently
joined the UNESCO World Creative Cities Network, two
international forums were held in succession, and the
Urban Research Plaza collaborated in both forums.

On October 16, 2009 (Fri) the World Creative City
Forum 2009 in KANAZAWA was held on the occasion of
Kanazawa's joining the UNESCO Creative Cities Network
in the Craft category. At the forum there were reports
from representatives of the cities of Ghent (Belgium),
Jeonju (S. Korea), Yokohama, and Kanazawa, who held a
group discussion. There was also a round table panel on
the theme of “Urban Development through Linkages of
Culture and Industry.”

Subsequently, on November 24, 2009 (Tue.) the Cities
of Design Forum in KOBE was held. Representatives from
the UNESCO Creative Cities of Montreal, Shenzhen
(China), Buenos Aires, Berlin, Nagoya, and Kobe appeared
together on the same platform and discussed how to
promote collaborative exchanges between design cities,
how to develop attractive, creative, and thriving cities
with a focus on design, and how a network of design

cities should function.
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SPECIAL 2 'Urban Commons 2009", The 4th Senba Architectural Festival
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Over a six day period from November 16 to 21, 2009,
the Senba Art Cafe sponsored the 'Urban Commons
2009' program using the Senba neighborhood as a
venue. This project is an attempt to explore the
possibilities for revitalization of the area, utilizing the
various spatial resources of the neighborhood to
popularly disseminate the history and culture of the
area. This year the program focused on the three areas
of Koraibashi 2-chome and the adjoining Fushimi-machi
2-chome and Dosho-machi 2-chome neighborhoods. A
number of different programs were put on at the Senba
Art Cafe aimed at these neighborhoods which have not
adapted well to changing times and which are
confronting many difficult issues, and ways were
considered of drawing out the underlying history and
culture of the area. Specifically, live performances of
Asian music were held in the public open spaces of
buildings, films relating the history of the area were
projected in the neighborhood in the evening, and a
symposium was held using as its venue the chapel of a
church which is a historical building in the
neighborhood, among other events. Additionally, a panel
discussion was held in a traditional wooden residential
building which has been designated as an Important
Cultural Property, there was a tasting event at an old
restaurant, and there were lectures on its history held at
a shrine which supervises traditional observances in the
neighborhood. A total of about 800 people participated
in all these events. This program is scheduled to be
repeated next year. A big issue is likely to be how to get
more people from the neighborhood to participate more
deeply in the events for next year.

Urban Research Plaza Newsletter issue 6



1=-v b LKR—F

Unit Report

The 1st Unit

=2 o BV BT

Urban Theory

= e RV &R 5m

1=-v b LKR—F

The 1st Unit

R 2 + TS 7" Y13 20094E10H31 H (),
1LA 1 HED) UNEGREBREE T — 7 > 3 v TTH N
HIDAEME | (FEE RIE5L (BLEES T REUR) ) Z B L
2o AR D ANT10/5 AL EDOEHI D25 % WY, £ 7c HA DRI
FADHEBT D50 % it A N B M &£ 75> T B,
[2 1 i D &R D FEAR 2 —JHIE A MBTHIC A 5 180 D
BRI B E 2 B ONIN I D BRI O FEH K
FIHEIE U THEDRWHR R 2RO T LMk,

UINE 7 EBR 2R 131 H L BREES T se R &+ v 2%
A TR E N A4 ARMEE (BT 772 YT R) OB E O,
Dong-Chun ShinfX (FASKH# AR 2 = 58 ED I H s O i Li#s i
ICBE9 % S5 ) Terry Schwarz[< (7 > RMITAZET —N
VI IRGKEN TR IR T — /N2 X L—Hi/ R & BBy
77 7' a—F |, Thorsten WiechmanfG( R L 27 > TR
B2, B AT —1y SO N i—— RIS R E AR 0
Fe OBk & 73 ) Jasmin Aber K (SRS K ED M/ Nl
Wik & LCORBENARIGEO 7 Ta—F 0T LYy T—v
a b -oTe,

HRRIRERT 2 2 D X V=12 hn & BEE T LR 7
ERTONDBINL .S LE Y T—ya it LT
SRR BRI ROH LAY — 1 — & O THLITE
FEMN D o Tzo AR ESHREI SR DAV IN—=D T L H T
& % hSRs GRS aE 75 PRI TR R/ VT A BE K2 Ed0)
T N T BERIE A O #7727 —< E LTHEHRE M
B E DT> TV B HEEZFIAKCHEC T LAz L 5%
SL. 2R LD,

THOT =7 > 3w TI3EAMRIC S U 7o TSR CUap
HIPEH/INER) T T o 720 FABRBHA L (TSR A HERED [
INTHRD T2 DRI | ) & RS E R ge R Zd) o
A2 b Natacha Avelinf&(7 T > RENR2EWZEE > 2 —)
[/ INETS T & RLBAAR S L i s 2 (BIREES T e RHE B &

Terry Schwarzf O T LE YT —> 3>

6 Urban Research Plaza Newsletter issue 6

INE RS AR T D L T MR O fIE P

A Small International Symposium and Workshop 'The Creativity of Shrinking Cities'
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The Urban Problems Research Association and the
Urban Research Plaza held "A Small International
Symposium and Workshop 'The Creativity of
Shrinking Cities™ on October 31 and November 1,
2009, at the School of Creative Cities Umeda Campus
and at a Machiya in Kyoto City. Four speakers were
invited from overseas, and roughly 70 people
participated on the first day of the conference. There
was a lively debate over the two topics: 1) Are there
commonalities in the situation of many cities around
the world that are experiencing population decline?
and 2) In not taking urban shrinking negatively, but
rather seeing it as an opportunity for 'Growing
Smaller and Smarter', how should existing urban
resources be utilized productively?

Through presentations and discussions on the
second day, a common consensus was reached that:
'In an age of shrinking cities, the urban planning
regulations that were devised to regulate urban
growth and development do not function effectively."
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Osaka Picnic 02 'Hillsides'

2009 10H9H (&) 12H (H). 16 H (&) D3 H M. fift
57— AT 2 DOFEMTIRIRYE 7 = 70204 ) 7z B
LTz SRR CHOMGE T — b AT 2 DL I Ty x )b 7 —
TAANTCEDBENEHRZ T TS —2—IC . Kk &
WOBTZE I = VB KIICHENTHBZT ETH
Pl TEH IO U LA ZHFELEI L0 T —
73avTThd. FRICEEBENTZETTOERL
LTIMRIZT—SICRELERHZMEB/ELZLT
HBATL BTG DBEFEEEZDH D TEZBC
EWETZ,

KT —27 a3y T1E20094E3 A B L7251 I OFE
T HiEIT CEDTERD > RKEFNS KX K
THREBEOFFEAZ$L T LIC LT BEIX 10/ TH > 12h5,
BN TERETRNEE ST, T =7 a3y TLekid3
HEN 520 BIHEME T — 72 CI—T 17
ZATV.BMESHOBEKDKBRIZ D5 I —AFRE %2
EZ BRETHICERIXRELMNELEDNZ2HEMN
o=y 7OATRKEFRICEAL. ETRMMEFX &
PEAR X DR EEFICTR o THICH W Tz R » TEIC
EOVEEENHES COTZY 7 TR VED ETFEDELSA
BHRERE LoD TORD LANDEAES EDET
TRERDILMNOIEE B A A JBARAUCIE U B =K DK
fil 7k & 2T % BEOHIE ETIIIEEH14A— L
DERINC B % [EESETHAR KD G 8O Rz i 7%
B5(Z VAT E)8T =<V ARWTEL .S ITK
DR|NICTE>TeDE D THREZ F> THic. AT B Y
T DT —<EMRITH > D RIS TEMENZ
NTZThOEMETEZL OB EAIHZHE L. S InE M
THELES CeMRALONISEET Y Y R T —T «
A R O/NSHIERNT XSS  EEHOEHI RN

7' A N— b Ehifie KB - v

FCTIEeEmE L T
DYV KRR —TIC
HE®EE LS — @
ilE9E 75 YRR
WBEHERONIGE MO &
WD FEREZRET
HZRAY SRR -
ZTThHEDOREEICE EEFOBETROFNC 5 5 B
WEIE TR BT &R E BiThbN i, &7 T4RE D
COZwoDEN.TDXIBRT—Tay THELT
PNIDEFT KEGZPNHETH > T,
HEIHEHUBIMENMIGET — 4 7 2 IO 57—
AT DT 4 LT Z—ThHEARMEBEKCKRAZEII 2
S = a v TYA Ve B UEER) D R L T il i
ZBIIEMEE 7=y 72RO IR D (SBOERICAT T
MAED I ARKRE 7 =y 7igv )=k L. 2T hbiE
SNTEHRZ AV FREELTELDETFETH S,
W = R — (BT I 75 D RT3l )

Over three days on October 9 (Fri), 12 (Mon.), and
16 (Fri), 2009, the "Osaka Picnic 02 'Hillsides" was
held under the sponsorship of the Senba Art Cafe.
With Mr. Sakuma Shin, who is both a dancer and
Artist-in-Residence at the Senba Art Cafe, as navigator,
this was a workshop attempting to develop ways of
experiencing and enjoying ‘'the city' by walking
through the city of Osaka as if on a picnic. Ten people
participated, walking from Tennoji to Tengachaya
over the course of about 4 hours, holding a number of
workshops along the way on stairways and hillsides,
in residential neighborhoods, and in parks, and they
considered the relationship between the city and the
body that becomes clear from immersing one's
sensations in the experience.
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Hannu Kurunsaari
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The Sustainable City through Recycling
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The recycling sector has a big role in contributing to the
sustainable city through creating jobs, reusing materials and
reducing the environmental burden. Recycling enterprises
often take a form of a network enterprise. In particular, the
author investigates how recycle enterprises maintain and
develop capabilities and share resources through the
network.
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URP Melbourne sub-center
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20009, our first full year of being a member of the URP,
has been a year of project planning and assessment of so-
cial inclusion issues in part of Melbourne. We began the
year with a two-day workshop, involving a substantial
group of members from Osaka City University, joint with
staff of the University of Melbourne and our associated Uni-
versity, Victoria University and local community social
workers. In this workshop and a number of subsequent
meetings, we have been planning and organizing our 'action
research’ in the inner western region of Melbourne. This
has involved a series of discussions with community and
government leaders, data collection about demographic and
socioeconomic elements of social exclusion, and workshops
generating ideas for our initiatives. We are actively seeking
funding from various agencies for the implementation of
such action research. Our plan going forward is to survey
socially excluded people in that region in order to measure
their 'demand’ and from that to brainstorm solutions, then
to catalyze the implementation of those solutions. Important
research outcomes would result from the trialing of meth-
odologies from all these steps, assessment of the nature and
extent of social inclusion, and measurements of the effec-
tiveness of any such interventions.
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From front: Ms. Samantha Boorn, Mr. Max Ogden
Mr. Richard Gough, Dr. Suzy Goldsmith, Prof. Danny Samson
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Coalition Between URP and National Homeless Support Network
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On October 9 and 10, 2009, practitioners and
researchers involved in assistance for the homeless
gathered from all over the country in Ichikawa City,
Chiba Prefecture and held a study session where case
examples from various locations and research findings
were reported on. National Homeless Support
Network, the only nation-wide private network for
aiding the homeless in Japan, marking the occasion
of becoming a legally-recognized NPO, participated in
this event, with the support of the Urban Research
Plaza and the Ministry of Health and Labor.

Acting through private assistance groups, the
network moves forward through practical work,
serving as a mediator for assistance related to the
homeless being dealt with in many different locations,
formulating means for mutual cooperation, and
making policy proposals to the Ministry of Health and
Labor and other official bodies. The Urban Research
Plaza also supported this project in all respects, and
the construction of a homeless assistance system was
discussed from both practical and research
perspectives by the participants, beginning with the
practitioners from various locales, and including
researchers from the Urban Research Plaza and other
bodies.
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