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SPECIAL 2 'Urban Commons 2009', The 4th Senba Architectural Festival
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Over a six day period from November 16 to 21, 20009,
the Senba Art Cafe sponsored the 'Urban Commons
2009' program using the Senba neighborhood as a
venue. This project is an attempt to explore the
possibilities for revitalization of the area, utilizing the
various spatial resources of the neighborhood to
popularly disseminate the history and culture of the
area. This year the program focused on the three areas
of Koraibashi 2-chome and the adjoining Fushimi-machi
2-chome and Dosho-machi 2-chome neighborhoods. A
number of different programs were put on at the Senba
Art Cafe aimed at these neighborhoods which have not
adapted well to changing times and which are
confronting many difficult issues, and ways were
considered of drawing out the underlying history and
culture of the area. Specifically, live performances of
Asian music were held in the public open spaces of
buildings, films relating the history of the area were
projected in the neighborhood in the evening, and a
symposium was held using as its venue the chapel of a
church which is a historical building in the
neighborhood, among other events. Additionally, a panel
discussion was held in a traditional wooden residential
building which has been designated as an Important
Cultural Property, there was a tasting event at an old
restaurant, and there were lectures on its history held at
a shrine which supervises traditional observances in the
neighborhood. A total of about 800 people participated
in all these events. This program is scheduled to be
repeated next year. A big issue is likely to be how to get
more people from the neighborhood to participate more
deeply in the events for next year.
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