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SPECIAL 1 The City, Culture, and Society (CCS) Conference in Munich
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From February 25™ (Thu) through the 27" (Sat),
2010, the Urban Research Plaza and the Japan Center of
the Ludwig-Maximilians University (LMU) of Munich
jointly held a conference titled“Creating Cities: Culture,
Space, and Sustainability,”at the International Center for
Science and the Humanities (IBZ) in Munich. It was
sponsored by the Japan Foundation, Osaka City
University, State Ministry for Social Affairs of Bavaria,
Miinchener Universitdtsgesellschaft, Equal Opportunities
Officer of LMU Munich.

The main goals were: 1) from an interdisciplinary
discussion, to spotlight hints for solving the various
problems brought about by the ongoing progress of
globalization in cities, and 2) to provide exposure for the
excellent authors and articles of the international journal
City, Culture, and Society (CCS).

18 researchers were invited to make presentations and
approximately 60 people from around the world
participated in the program which extended over three
days. The participants expressed their support for the
objective of the journal CCS, which is the affirmation of
the idea of 'socially inclusive creative cities." Through the
three days of discussions, this intention was further
clarified, and many researchers agreed to contribute
articles to CCS. Publication of the results of the
discussions, as URP documents and in a special issue of
CCS, is planned for the near future.

There was also a reception held on the night of the 26
at the Japanese Consulate-General in Munich. Mr. Kosuge
Junichi, the Consul General, said that the activities of the
Urban Research Plaza in Germany were an important
scholarly exchange, and expressed his hopes that the
conference would continue to be held annually and that
the relationships of collaboration would deepen further.
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