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The theme that was decided on in planning for this
year's Plaza Week was the G-COE theme itself, “Reinventing
the City for Cultural Creativity and Social Inclusion.”
Specifically, utilizing the field plazas and based on the
results up until now, through 'documentation’ of the
‘action research' activities across all the units, it focused
on establishing a 'place’ or venue for sharing the
‘mutually transforming process' of academic knowledge
and practical wisdom. On the first day, following the
theme of“Osaka's Historical and Cultural Legacy and
Urban Marginality,"walking tours and study sessions
were held in the Nipponbashi area, Ryuoukyu, and the
Nagara area, and time was set aside for considering
urban marginality. On the second day, taking the theme
of “Entrepreneurship and Social Enterprise,” we walked
to the Creative Center Awaza and Nishinari inner city
area, and there time was allotted for interacting with
people actively engaged in various forms of social
enterprise that have taken root in the district. On the
third day, with the theme"“Living environment and Inclusion,”
from the Toyosaki Plaza we walked through Toyosaki,
Nakasaki-cho, and Abeno districts, observing the
neighborhoods, and finished with a workshop at the
Abeno Plaza. On the fourth day, with the theme of “The
Arts and Social Inclusion,” we held exchanges with
people active at the Kaman! Media Center(KAMAME),
the Senba Art Cafe and the Oyodo Plaza. On the final
day, a panel discussion was held at the Takahara Hall.
The outstanding feature of this year's Plaza Week was
that exchanges were conducted across all the units, fully
taking advantage of each of the field plazas. The work
for the future is how to effectively include this idea of
“venues for constructing a process that leads to the
formation of new relationships.”
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