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'International Roundtable' (ENZA) "Comparative History of Early Modern Status Society"
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On July 18 and 19 (Sat. and Sun) 2009 an
International Roundtable’ (ENZA) on the topic of
"Comparative History of Early Modern Status Society”
was held at the Friendship Hall of Osaka City
University's Takahara Commemorative Hall. Discussions
were held on early modern Japan's status society, with
comparisons drawn to Chinese, Korean, and Indian
societies. The unfamiliar format of the ENZA roundtable,
an arena symposium, was contrived, delineating a single
line, with the intention of having substantive debate
between the presenters and panelists and having them
construct together new research methods. As many as
50 researchers from both Japan and abroad participated,
and the meeting hall was filled to capacity. The
researchers, transcending the boundaries of historical
period, all met together, and the detailed individual
testimonies in the research reports, and the Status
Society Theory that were based on their viewpoints,
formed an important point of departure towards
constructing a 'comparative history of status societies'.





