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A Small International Symposium and Workshop 'The Creativity of Shrinking Cities'
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The Urban Problems Research Association and the
Urban Research Plaza held "A Small International
Symposium and Workshop 'The Creativity of
Shrinking Cities™ on October 31 and November 1,
2009, at the School of Creative Cities Umeda Campus
and at a Machiya in Kyoto City. Four speakers were
invited from overseas, and roughly 70 people
participated on the first day of the conference. There
was a lively debate over the two topics: 1) Are there
commonalities in the situation of many cities around
the world that are experiencing population decline?
and 2) In not taking urban shrinking negatively, but
rather seeing it as an opportunity for 'Growing
Smaller and Smarter', how should existing urban
resources be utilized productively?

Through presentations and discussions on the
second day, a common consensus was reached that:
'In an age of shrinking cities, the urban planning
regulations that were devised to regulate urban
growth and development do not function effectively."
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