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Coalition Between URP and National Homeless Support Network
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On October 9 and 10, 2009, practitioners and
researchers involved in assistance for the homeless
gathered from all over the country in Ichikawa City,
Chiba Prefecture and held a study session where case
examples from various locations and research findings
were reported on. National Homeless Support
Network, the only nation-wide private network for
aiding the homeless in Japan, marking the occasion
of becoming a legally-recognized NPO, participated in
this event, with the support of the Urban Research
Plaza and the Ministry of Health and Labor.

Acting through private assistance groups, the
network moves forward through practical work,
serving as a mediator for assistance related to the
homeless being dealt with in many different locations,
formulating means for mutual cooperation, and
making policy proposals to the Ministry of Health and
Labor and other official bodies. The Urban Research
Plaza also supported this project in all respects, and
the construction of a homeless assistance system was
discussed from both practical and research
perspectives by the participants, beginning with the
practitioners from various locales, and including
researchers from the Urban Research Plaza and other
bodies.
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