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A Social Ontology of “Hidden” Migrants in Osaka City
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Abstract

In the current human mobility regime, a receiving country declares that it allows entry only to “ideal” migrants
that, in its calculation, bring in the most value to its goals. In reality, “non-ideal” migrants squeak thru
immigration restrictions or, at some point after valid entry, descend into the “non-ideal” realm, losing either their
legal status, or becoming blue-collar/low-skilled workers/low-prestige workers, or becoming disenfranchised
Japanese descendants. It may thus be said that they become “hidden” migrants as their “non-ideal” status
pushes them to the fringes of society where they are beyond the effective purview of various stakeholders and
where they may not have full access to various social security safety mechanism.

This project assembles twenty-five collaborating scholars of human mobility from Japan and the Philippines in
order to cull out a social ontology — or an understanding of what exists in the social realm of human mobility, using
critical realism and moderate social constructionism as its starting point. As a social ontology is made explicit and
adopted by collaborators who may not necessarily subscribe to similar epistemological approaches, the project aims
to achieve coherence in the often fractured or incomplete understanding of the lives of “hidden” migrants. And by
doing so, the project aims to contribute to improving inclusion and integration of all migrants in their respective

communities.

Biography

Since 2009 Dr. Jimenez has focused his research on inclusion and integration of migrants to the mainstream of their respective
local communities. His previous research undertakings tackled the various ways that migrant “illegality” is perceived and
appropriated by various stakeholders in international migration in the furtherance of their respective goals. As a Research
Fellow in the Global Collaboration Center of Osaka University, Dr. Jimenez’s research expertise in human mobility found
immediate practical application - finding innovative ways of conflict reconciliation among Filipino residents in Japan. Dr.
Jimenez was also an adjunct faculty member of the Nagoya University of Commerce and Business, teaching Operations Strategy.
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Functional Diversity in Keihanshin Metropolitan Area
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1. Introduction

Development of sciences of complexity changed our perspective of cities from designed top-down mechanistic systems to evolving
bottom-up complex adaptive systems (Batty 2012). Diversity is one of the defining characteristics of such complex adaptive systems
(Page 2010), but there are surprisingly few quantitative investigations into possible and underlying dynamics that govern the diversity of
cities and urban regions (Youn et al. 2016). Batty (2008, 2012, 2013) suggests that forms and processes in urban systems are tied together
by the idea of scaling. He summarises observed regularities for urban systems in seven laws of scaling. Bettencourt (2013) views urban
systems as multiple interconnected networks that become denser with increasing scale and have similar properties to ecosystems.
Ecosystem thinking is also used in economic geography by Martin and Sunley (2011), who develop a concept of cluster evolution by
defining industrial clusters as complex adaptive system made of interacting and learning agents. Youn et al. (2016) think about business
types as ‘species’ and cities as ‘ecosystems” and study abundances of business categories across US metropolitan areas. They reveal a
universal structure common to all cities and provide a simple mathematical derivation of the universality. Our paper builds on this
ecosystem thinking and uses diversity measures from ecology to study agent diversity on a city level and spatial distribution across urban
region. We study spatial distribution of establishment functional diversity in the second biggest urban region in Japan, and show how
attribute measures method can be used to quantify functional diversity on a city level. By using establishment census data for Japan 2014,
we discover a common attributes shared by all cities in the region, and reveal that functional diversity increases with city size and strongly

concentrates in regional capital cities.

2. Methodology and case study overview

Osaka, Kyoto, Kobe, Himeji and Wakayama
Metropolitan Employment Areas are part of Keihanshin
Metropolitan Area, a second biggest urban region in Japan
and one of the biggest and most productive urban
agglomerations in the world. Using 2014 Economic
Census for Business Frame, Tabulation of Establishments,
we extract data of number of establishments by Japan

Standard Industrial Classification4 for seventy two cities
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spanning across five prefectures. We review methods for

measuring diversity proposed in Scott (2010) and use

attribute diversity  method as the most suitable to

[ L D
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quantify functional diversity for each city. We use available data on a city and municipal level for 525 industrial classification categories
to make attributes (functions) list and for each city we make a string of ones and zeros, where one means that certain attribute is present in
the city, while zero means it is absent. Percentage of ones in total number of categories represents our functional diversity index. Figure 1.
shows a spatial distribution of functional diversity in Keihanshin Metropolitan Area. Regional capitals Osaka, Kyoto, Kobe, Himeji and
Wakayama have highest functional diversities, confirming their status as urban centres. Osaka city stands out as s main hotspot of
diversity which confirms its status as political and business centre of the region. Furthermore, we reveal a list of attributes that all cities

have in common and define it as ‘minimum necessary functionality’.

3. Discussion and conclusions

Our results show that functional diversity index calculated with attributes measure method for 525 business categories as defined by
Japan Standard Industrial Classification, has range between 40% for smallest cities and 98% for largest Osaka city. Functional diversity
increases with size of the city and concentrates in major cities of the region, where both the population and number of establishments are
the highest. List of the attributes that all cities, independent of the size, have in common is an interesting indicator of a minimum number
of different business categories (such as post office, police station, groceries shop) that city needs to have in order to function. Broken
power law is found for the average change of functional diversity and scale of the city. Strong concentration of diversity in biggest cities
confirms earlier studies on effects of geographic concentration of people on the number and diversity of businesses (Schiff 2015, Youn et
al. 2016) and adds to the growing empirics of complexity sciences approach to the study of diversity in urban systems. While most of the
developing countries are going through the process of rapid urbanisation, some developed countries face problems of ageing populations
and shirking cities. This is especially true for Japan. By becoming familiar with underlying processes that govern urban systems, such as
relationship between scaling and diversity, policy makers are able to estimate and react on average change of number and diversity of

establishments in geographic areas facing (rapid) positive or negative changes in population.
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Abstract

The research question of my PhD study is where to locate Japan in the literature on post-industrial urban
change and gentrification through the study of an empirical case. The debate regarding the various forms of urban
change and particularly gentrification in the Global North and the Global South centered on the issues of growing
social inequality, social polarization, and a loss of place identity. However, Japanese urban change after the 1990s,
which Japanese scholars studied mostly under the name of re-urbanization (saitoshika) or “return to the city
centres” (toshin kaiki), was little understood abroad. To fill this gap, and to locate Japanese-style gentrification in
contemporary urban theory, the Horie neighbourhood in Nishi Ward was selected and studied as an example of
post-bubble neighbourhood change. This Osaka case was notable for its dual residential and commercial

characteristics, increasing appeal to new residents, and social diversity and activism.

Figure 1 Horie in the Edo Period (Source: Created from Japanese Historical Maps)

Horie, which had prospered as an entertainment district and an area of timber and furniture businesses before,
was revitalized in the 1990s to reverse the decline it experienced after the collapse of the bubble economy. The aim of
this study was to account for Horie's past revitalization and present situation from the perspectives of different social
groups, who have been affiliated with the area in some way for different time lengths. The research was based on a
three-year long qualitative field study in Horie. Altogether 51 people were interviewed. Interviews were made with
15 long-term residents — including three people who have been long affiliated with the area without actually residing

there, twelve newcomers — including eleven mothers and one husband, eleven wood-related businesses, seven
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cultural entrepreneurs, three real estate agents, and three representatives of local organizations. In addition, the
researcher participated in local activities and events from August 2013 to August 2016 to observe the social
interactions among the different social groups in Horie.

It was found that the attitudes of various social groups to Horie’s revitalization were connected to the type and
intensity of their relationships with the area. For example, long-term residents and cultural entrepreneurs were
mostly regretful about the Horie brand that was a product of the area’s revitalization. On the other hand, business
owners and newcomers occupied a more ambivalent position. Some corresponding theories, which help explain
various attitudes towards area revitalization, were summarized in a table in the discussion of the thesis. It was also
found that although Horie’s social groups did not have overt conflicts, the long-term residents felt that newcomers
did not participate enough in the local community. Among the newcomers, mothers were the most accepted group by
local community groups and administration. Furthermore, this study showed that the number of newcomers was
growing with the speedy “mansionization” or condominium construction in the area. The condominium construction
was recognized as the dominant form of gentrification in Horie at present.

Horie’s lack of irresolvable social tensions over revitalization indicated a major difference between Japanese
post-industrial urban change and other gentrification models of the Global North and the Global South. A second
table summarizing and comparing the gentrification processes in the Global North, South and Japan was provided
in the discussion of the thesis. Accordingly, the Japanese model of post-industrial urban change is separated from
other countries in its change factors, processes, and outcomes, as well as timing, despite a growing trend of urban
neoliberalism in Japan which is also seen elsewhere. It is possible to think the Japanese case as having evolved from
a higher resemblance to the Global South in the post-war reconstruction era to approximating the gentrification
examples in the Global North with the advance of economic neoliberalization.

The study concludes by suggesting the notion of “neighbourhood commons” as a socially balanced alternative to
the prevailing area branding and marketing schemes. Yet, a more complete picture of Japanese post-industrial

urban change and gentrification required further comparative research.
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