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6/20  The International Academic Workshop,
-Creating“Association for Urban Creativity”-
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Ann Markusen, Professor, University of Minnesota, US
“Creative Placemaking:Successful Strategies and Challenges”
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The GCOE (Global Center of Excellence, sponsored by government) Program
“Reinventing the City for Cultural Creativity and Social Inclusion” that has
spanned five years came to an end in March of this year. It was just in 2006
that the Urban Research Plaza was established, and beginning in the following
year, 2007, we were fortunate enough to obtain substantial research funding
which presented us with the opportunity to carve out and polish a body of
advanced urban theory, working together with more than 150 energetic and
enthusiastic young researchers gathered from both Japan and overseas. Since
that time, the world plunged into a simultaneous recession after the Lehman
Brothers shock of September 15, 2008, and then we experienced the Great
East Japan Earthquake on March 11 of last year. Shortcomings in the
emphasis on efficiency in utilization of the nation’s land and problems in the
energy supply system have become all too obvious, and the issue of social
inclusion has been once again thrust into our attention, not only concerning
the economically vulnerable, but now including the task of rebuilding the lives
of the earthquake and tsunami victims.

In the midst of these severe circumstances, while re-examining existing ideas
of the city such as world cities and sustainable cities, and while accumulating
practical experience in creative problem-solving that utilizes the arts and
culture, we have brought forward the advocacy for socially inclusive creative
cities.

The results of this research have been brought together in the international
symposia, “Towards the Century of Cities” that were held in December of 2010
and 2011, have been published in the international journal City, Culture and
Society that started publication by Elsevier, Ltd., and additionally published in
a total of 60 URP GCOE documents and reports or over. Finally, on July 6 of
this year in Paris, we are planning to establish the Association for Urban
Creativity as a new arena for urban research.

Masayuki SASAKI (Director, Urban Research Plaza)
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Observatoire Sociologique du Changement,
SciencesPo., 98 rue de I'Universite, 75007 Paris

More than ten years have now passed since the
beginning of the 21 century, which has been called the
“century of cities.” However, the world's cities are being
buffeted by the strong winds of financial globalism and are
being confronted with the problems of large scale
unemployment, the destruction of communities, and the
worsening of the environment. On September 15, 2008,
due to the Lehman Brothers shock, the world plunged into
a simultaneous recession, and on March 11 of last year the
Great East Japan Earthquake occurred, which made all too
obvious the shortcomings in the utilization of the nation’s
land emphasizing efficiency and the faults in an energy
supply system based on the “nuclear power safety myth,”
and the issue of social inclusion has been once again thrust
into our attention, not only concerning the economically
vulnerable, but now including the task of rebuilding the
lives of the earthquake and tsunami victims.

In search of creative policies for solving such problems
that cities are facing, as a stage for bringing together and
analyzing practical experience and imagining a new
framework of urban thought, on July 6 of this year (2012)
we will be establishing the Association for Urban Creativity
(AUC) in Paris at Science Po's Observatoire Sociologique du
Changement (98 rue de I'Universite, 75007 Paris).

Serving as chairman of the convention will be Professor
Edmond Préteceille of Sciences Po, who has previously
appeared as a speaker at the URP's international symposia
and other events, is a member of the editorial board of City,
Culture and Society (CCS), and who also wrote the articles
“The fragile urban situation of cultural producers in Paris”
for the journal's inaugural edition. Moreover, to
commemorate the establishment of the AUC, we are
planning to include a new section, “The Urban Creativity
Forum,” in the pages of the journal City, Culture and
Society (published by Elsevier, Ltd) for which the Urban
Research Plaza has held editorial responsibility since
2010.
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On February 20 (Mon.) 2012, the 10th Urban Research
Forum was held at Gadjah Mada University (in Yogyakarta,
Indonesia). There were two presenters from Gadjah Mada
Univ., four presenters from the Indonesia Institute of the
Arts Yogyakarta Campus, and four from Osaka City Univer-
sity, with a total of more than 80 people participating. This
forum, jointly organized by three university bodies, the
Urban Research Plaza, the Indonesia Institute of the Arts
Yogyakarta Campus, and the Faculty of Cultural Sciences of
Gadjah Mada Univ., has been held once a year since 2003,
and the theme for this year’s forum was “Locality, Site and
Empowerment.”

On the day of the forum, there were presentations made
on the theme of local and community empowerment. The
audience was also actively involved in posing many ques-
tions, and there was lively discussion.
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On March 1 (Thu.) and March 2 (Fri.) 2012, the Urban
Research Plaza’'s Forum was held for the 10™ time at Chula-
longkorn University in Bangkok. There were 14 groups of
presenters who came not only from Thailand and Japan but
also Australia, Slovenia, Singapore, and Norway for a total
of six nations, which shows how much this field is expand-
ing internationally. The theme of this year’s forum was
“Arts Education and Crisis Management.”

Related to the issue of rebuilding cities and regions after
they have suffered disasters (or are impoverished), there
were reports and discussions of many different kinds of
engagement regarding the absolute necessity for empower-
ment of people, using culture and the arts as a tool for
social inclusion in the renewal of communities that have
been devastated, and models of tolerant cities that can inte-
grate people who have suffered all kinds of difficulties into
the social fabric so all can live together.
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On February 4 2012, the Creative Cities Network
Conference was held in Tokyo (the organizers were
the Agency for Cultural Affairs and the Creative City
Consortium [NPO], the Urban Research Plaza). This
conference has been held every year since the first one
was held in Osaka in February 2008 under the organizer
of the Urban Research Plaza and the Creative City
Consortium.

In these five years, the number of local governments
aimed for creative city increases greatly, and an action to
realize a creative city from not only the culture but also the
fields such as industry or the sightseeing spreads.

After listening the speech of Mr. Charles Landry, the
founder of Comedia, that “Cities without creativity have no
future. We should resolutely build creative cities and
pass them on to the next generation,” the participants
discussed the developing of a network, which resulted in a
unanimous adoption of an agenda.

Through this they took a large step towards establishing
a “Creative City Network of Japan”.
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One year of operation for the East Japan Liaison Office
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In the face of the Great East Japan Earthquake, the Urban
Research Plaza set up an Fast Japan Liaison Office in May
last year with the goal of providing not only immediate
disaster assistance but medium and long term assistance
that would contribute to the reconstruction of the disaster
area. Subsequently, Nobu Amenomori (Adjunct Lecturer),
Tomoko Hayashi (Adjunct Research Asociate) and Hideaki
Sasajima (G-COE Research Fellow) were appointed as
liaison officers, and from May through November they
made repeated visits of from one week to ten days duration
to Iwate, Miyagi, and Fukushima and carried out research
on conditions on the ground and reconstruction assistance
activities.
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Lecture by Professor Jeffery Hanes ‘Urban Social Policy in Modern Osaka’
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On January 31 (Tue), 2012, Prof. Jeffery Hanes, Department
of History, University of Oregon, was invited to give a lecture
‘Urban Social Policy in Modern Osaka: The Enduring Legacy of
Seki Hajime' at Takahara Hall.

This lecture examined the ideological roots of urban social
policymaking in Japan. It focused in particular on the pioneer-
ing principles put forward by Seki Hajime (1873-1935), the
prewar mayor of Osaka who famously proposed to transform
the so-called “capital of smoke” into a “livable city”.
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Research Presentation Meeting of G-COE Young Special Researchers
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Over two days, March 27 (Tue,) and March 28 (Wed.) 2012,
the Research Presentation Meeting of G-COE Young Special
Researchers were held in five sessions at Takahara Hall, the
first floor of the Research Building, and the Exchange Space,
and all 25 researchers presented the results of their previous
year’s research.

This was a significant opportunity for getting an overview of
the Plaza’s diverse research activities, and the Meeting, in which
the researchers could hear comments from specialists in other
fields, gave them all new perspectives and impetus to further
develop their research.
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The Second “East Asia Inclusive CITY Net” Workshop
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From 23(Fri) to 25(Sat) March, the URP sub-center
(KOCER), Seoul Metropolitan Government, KIHASA, The
Seoul Development Institute and Big Issue Korea,
organized by the Korean Ministry of Health and Welfare,
jointly organized the second “East Asia Inclusive CITY
Net” Workshop. Following the first workshop last year,
participants from Japan, Korea, Taiwan and Hong Kong
joined again to discuss the actual conditions of homeless
support and housing issues. The workshop was able to
attract a broad public consisting of academics,
NGO-related social workers and administrative workers,
and facilitating various discussions from different
viewpoints. However, as each region differs in character,
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East Asian Regional Conferences in Alternative Geography (EARCAG)
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Asian cities and the Asian region brought on by
= . e globalization in recent years, approximately 70 papers
were presented in 11 sessions, in each of which there was
intense discussion. On February 15 (Wed.) a special Urban
Research Plaza session was put together, and an active
debate was held over the problems that present day cities
are facing, using Japan, Hong Kong, and Taiwan as case
studies.
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