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Special Feature: An Introduction to the Principal Projects that the Urban Research Plaza is Promoting
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Project for Forming a Base for Joint Usage /
Research Center
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In the process of putting together joint research projects

and a research center that aims to develop frontier urban
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communities and related researchers, we are implementing a
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call for joint research projects.

Continuing to build upon what we have achieved in
undertaking the fostering of global research talent as a
G-COE center, we are now undertaking to foster young
researchers on an even greater scale, whereby we are
expanding our research activities as a research center.

In order to report on the results of joint research by
members of both the foreign and domestic research
community, and to report on our activities of frontier urban
research, we will be staging joint international academic

symposia
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Project for the Expansion of Tenure Track
Positions
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The graduate research departments related to the URP at
Osaka City University are collaborating in introducing a tenure
track system, hiring outstanding young researchers through an
international search process, with the goal of fostering talent.
Starting in 2014, 5 new faculty members began working at the
university. Two of these have been appointed to the Urban
Research Plaza, have been provided with research startup
funds and an independent research environment, have been
assigned mentors from among the senior faculty, and are being
groomed within the Plaza’s framework. The newly hired young
researchers are undertaking research aimed at acquiring tenure
after 5 years.
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Formation of a base for research on “Social and
Cultural Development”™ creation of the

Collegium for Urban Culture and Design
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While on the one hand the heightening of urban research and
the deepening of cultural diversity are creating a rich urban
lifestyle, on the other hand a clash of cultures is becoming
conspicuous and disputes are erupting between governments,
and this has cast a dark shadow on the economic activity and
movement (through tourism) of urban citizens. To this are
added the threat of natural disasters and the problems of
nuclear power, and concerns are spreading that these are
leading to all kinds of urban problems. In order to overcome
these circumstances, we have established the Collegium for
Urban Culture and Design (UCD) in collaboration with
UNESCO, the UNEP (at Tsurumi Ryokuchi in Osaka), the
Swedish Academy of Sciences, the Swedish Collegium at
Uppsala University, the University of Zurich, etc., and we hope
to make it an organization that will spawn both theory and
practice leading towards directly facing and solving such
problems.
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The 8th International Conference of Asian Arts
Management
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The International Conference of Asian Arts Management
was held in Bangkok on March 18 and 19, 2014. This
conference, which was first held in 2006 in Osaka, brings
together working professionals and researchers from various
parts of Asia, and it is held to provide a venue for dialogue
aimed at building Asian arts management theory. On the first
day there were reports and discussions by 10 working
professionals and researchers from Thailand and Japan at
Chulalongkorn University, and the next day there was a field
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study trip to places mainly in the city of Bangkok.
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