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In Europe, from the 1990s onward, social exclusion over differences in
ethnicity, religion, language, education, etc. has attracted attention as a
problem against the background of increasing poverty. The policy rationale
adopted by the European Union Directorate in the year 2000 as a
countermeasure to this is called 'Social Inclusion.’

The fact that here in Osaka we were confronting the problems of rough
sleepers and casual day laborers at precisely the same time, just at the turn of
the century, when policies in Europe changed course towards social inclusion,
later led to the establishment of the Urban Research Plaza and its ratification
as a Global-COE.

Osaka by the way was formerly called the "Manchester of the Orient", but
the fact that it was also the "Chicago of the Orient", a city absorbing
immigrants, is surprisingly not as well known. It was a city of commerce, of
manufacturing, of canals, and of immigrants. If one thinks about it, the
language built up by the people who came to the immigrant city of Osaka may
be today's Osaka dialect. As a matter of fact, even now in Kamagasaki
speakers of the Osaka dialect are not in the majority. Ethnic Korean residents
and people originally from Kyushu have to some extent made the Osaka,
which permeates the media, dialect their own, but is this also perhaps a
survival mechanism for avoiding exclusion? Subsequently, they have also
become Hanshin Tigers fans. A town where social inclusion has come into
being naturally through language and the media-that is Osaka. So, what makes
one an Osakan? The task is up to us to critically get beyond the image of an
Osaka that prides itself flour-based foods, vibrant, loquacious middle-aged
women, Hanshin Tigers fans, and the Osaka dialect.



rEL HNERIE Y VYT Y R — iRy YR T L

SPECIAL 1 "Poverty and Renewal" "Seoul Sub-center Opening Commemorative Symposium"
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In April 2009,0CU-URP Sub-center was opened at
Korean Center for City and Environment Re-
search(KOCER), To commemorate this, the'Poverty
and Renewal" symposium was held. At the symposi-
um , not only were there analyses of the actual state of
problems that accompany urban renewal, but also
both theoretical and practical policy measures were
proposed aimed at social inclusion and cultural crea-
tivity. In response to the various reports, there were
vigorous questions and reactions, not only from re-
searchers, but also from activists involved in carrying
out local projects and from citizens who were among
the approximately 50 participants who gathered, and
it was an occasion for the presenters as well to have to
consider new perspectives. Also, along with the sym-
posium, a tour was conducted of poor localities, and
participants were able to come into direct contact with
the housing rights movement through the residents'
organizations.

Additionally, in combination with the symposium
commemorating the opening of the Seoul Sub-center,
an academic exchange agreement was concluded with
Seoul City University's Urban Humanities Research In-
stitute, and a joint academic seminar was held with the
Korean National Housing Corporation Housing & Ur-
ban Research Institute (HURI). 22 members from the
URP participated, and research exchanges were plan-
ned for the promotion of future research link-ups.

By concluding this agreement, a liaison framework
has been set up at both universities, and we plan to ac-
tively carry out research exchanges in the future.

At the Korean National Housing corporation & Ur-
ban Research Institute (HURI), an academic seminar
was held on housing welfare and poverty. There are
many points in common related to housing welfare
problems in both Japan and Korea, and in the future
we can look forward to even more advances in re-
search exchanges as researchers simultaneously build
closer liaisons.
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SPECIAL 2 A joint workshop by Leuven Catholic University (KUL) and OCU-URP and study tours
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From September 1 through 5, the URP in cooperation
with Leuven Catholic University (KUL) organized a
workshop and several study tours in Belgium. The pur-
pose of our visit was to convene a joint workshop with
the KUL Geography Department, exchange opinions on
urban regeneration and social exclusion, and visit sever-
al Belgian cities in order to explore how these issues
manifest themselves in Belgium. Moreover, we elaborat-
ed on an editorial role for a European edition of “C7ty,
Culture and Society”

The workshop was titled “Comparative Approaches to
Urban Regeneration and Social Exclusion in Western Eu-
rope and East Asia,” and both parties did presentations
on themes covering issues such as homelessness, immi-
gration, the status of asylum seekers, and new commun-
ity structures amidst gentrification processes.

Four study tours were conducted to Antwerp, Ghent,
Brussels and Beringen. This gave us the opportunity to
observe gentrification processes, neighborhood/com-
munity regeneration strategies, services for the home-
less, immigrants and asylum seekers, and creative forms
of art and social inclusion. In summary, our visit to Bel-
gium was a great opportunity to apply a new approach
to the dynamic status of East Asian cities, seen from the
current conditions of Europe.
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Programme

Maarten Loopmans (Research Group Social and
Economic Geography, K.U. Leuven) Fortress
Flanders? Housing and Housing Rights for Asylum
Seekers and Illegal Immigrants in Flanders.

Toshio Mizuuchi (URP, Osaka City U.) Historical
Development of Urban Renewal for the Former
Outcast Minority People and Areas in Japan

Stijn Oosterlynck (ASRO K.U. Leuven) Going beyond
Physical Urban Planning Interventions: Fostering
New Social Relations through Urban Renewal in
Brugse Poort, Ghent

Mika Kumagai (URP, Osaka City U.) Spatial Analysis of
Social Problems in Osaka, 1995-2005

Chris Kesteloot (Research Group Social and Economic
Geography, K.U. Leuven) The Socio-spatial Structure
of Brussels and Urban Dynamics: Suburbanisation,
Gentrification, Urban Renewal and Exclusion

Geerhardt Kornatowski (URP, Osaka City U.) Homeless
Issues in East-Asian Developed Countries: A Focus
on “Socially Disadvantaged Areas” in Inner-city
Districts

Takuya Ogawa (NPO Social Security Service) and
Tohru Nakayama (Dpt. of Social Welfare, Osaka
Prefecture U) Housing Aid Activities for the
Homeless by Non-profit Organizations in Japan: The
Case of Tokyo

Shinya Kitagawa (URP, Osaka City U) A Space for
Tourism or for Immigration?: The Challenge Faced
by the Island of Lampedusa to Become an
Overlapping Space for the Euro-Mediterranean

Yannan Ding (K.U.Leuven) Immigration in Chinese
Cities: Villages in Cities
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'International Roundtable' (ENZA) "Comparative History of Early Modern Status Society"
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On July 18 and 19 (Sat. and Sun) 2009 an
‘International Roundtable’ (ENZA) on the topic of
"Comparative History of Early Modern Status Society"
was held at the Friendship Hall of Osaka City
University's Takahara Commemorative Hall. Discussions
were held on early modern Japan's status society, with
comparisons drawn to Chinese, Korean, and Indian
societies. The unfamiliar format of the ENZA roundtable,
an arena symposium, was contrived, delineating a single
line, with the intention of having substantive debate
between the presenters and panelists and having them
construct together new research methods. As many as
50 researchers from both Japan and abroad participated,
and the meeting hall was filled to capacity. The
researchers, transcending the boundaries of historical
period, all met together, and the detailed individual
testimonies in the research reports, and the Status
Society Theory that were based on their viewpoints,
formed an important point of departure towards
constructing a 'comparative history of status societies".
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the Second Art and Access Symposium, "Exploring Kamagasaki" through the Arts
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On September 12 (Sat.) 2009, the Second Art and
Access Symposium, "Kamagasaki and the Arts", was
held. This symposium focuses on the arts and
community and the arts and accessibility, and this
year it spotlighted Kamagasaki and its artistic
activities. Proceeding through lectures and free
discussion, concerned individuals and participants
talked about how to make Kamagasaki more
accessible through arts-related activities and what
kinds of art could help share memories of
Kamagasaki that transcend its existing image.
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Symposium :

New Perspective on Regional Industrial Policy :

Towards Regeneration of Industrial Clusters in the Osaka
Metropolitan Area
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A symposium entitled "New Perspectives on Regional
Industrial Policy: Towards Regeneration of Industrial
Clusters in the Osaka Metropolitan Area" was held on
September 4, 2009, at the Sugimoto Campus of Osaka City
University. Recently local governments in the area have
rediscovered the role of manufacturing industries in the
regional economy. So far, however, government action has
concentrated on intra-sector issues rather than on inter-
sector synergies. University professors and government
officials discussed policy dilemmas and searched for a new
kind of effective policy.
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URP Yogyakarta Sub-Center Activities
2009
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The 7th Academic Forum on Socio-cultural Networking
was held at the URP Yogyakarta Sub-center in February
2009. The forthcoming 8th forum is scheduled to be
held in February 2010 on the theme of Solving Social
Problems through Arts and Cultural Activities. There are al-
so some plans for the URP Yogyakarta Sub-center:

—A general seminar on urban culture studies by under

graduate students

—An urban culture studies writing contest for graduate

students. The winner will be presented in our annual
academic forum

—URP Yogyakarta website redesign

—Uploading of URP seminar papers onto the web

Erwin

Universitas Gadjah Mada
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'Celebration of Ryuoukyu'
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Since its inception in March 2009, the Korean
Community Studies Group has been surveying and
researching the Ryuoukyu (Dragon King Palace)
near the JR Sakuranomiya Station that was the
cultural and religious center for immigrants from
Jeju Island who were living in Osaka. In order to
record and remember its history and have it more
widely known, a 'Celebration of Ryuoukyu' was held
on Saturday, August 22. The first part of the
program was a mini-live performance and relay talk
at the Osaka Riverside Hotel, the second part
consisted of field work at the Ryuoukyu, and the
third part was an outdoor performance held at Kema
Sakuranomiya Park. While this 'Celebration of
Ryuoukyu' was a first experiment, to what extent the
results of having obtained the cooperation of many
supporters and volunteer staff will feed back into a
shared multicultural society is an important issue
for the future.
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