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In recent years the alleviation of poverty has been discussed even
in management science, such as the micro-financing of Mohammad
Yunus' Grameen Bank. The late C. K. Prahalad of the Univ. of
Michigan and Cornell's S. Hart have stirred up arguments over the
assertion that the bottom layer of the income pyramid, those living
on less than two dollars per day (BOP) are important customers. In
other words, poverty alleviation is not charity but can be a
sustainable business. The Univ. of Toronto's Polese and Stren have
discussed the importance of 'social sustainability' in development in
parallel with the evolution of civil society as a means for escaping
economic inequality and cultural tension and achieving social
inclusion.

At the Urban Research Plaza, based on the idea that grappling with
social inclusion and poverty alleviation through the medium of
cultural creativity is the key to urban revitalization, through various
joint creation’ activities with the worlds' citizens we have created
'know-how' that fuses theory with actual practice. The project I am
working on aims to build a 'management system for poverty
alleviation' to advance these concepts. I am engaged in research
with the Univ. Of Michigan , Univ. of Delft, and some enterprises on
value engineering (VE) for managing development of goods for the
poor and on Balance Score Cards (BSC), a means of managing
personnel and works across multiple organizations.

OKANO Hiroshi (Vice Director, Urban Research Plaza/Professor,

Faculty of Business)
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SPECIAL 1 The City, Culture, and Society (CCS) Conference in Munich
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M Presenters & Chairman

Sonja BEECK (Bauhaus Dessau, Germany)

Brett CHRISTOPHERS (University of Uppsala, Sweden)

Eveline DURR (LMU, Germany)

Irene GOTZ (LMU, Germany)

H. Detlet KAMMEIER (Bangkok)

Roger KEIL (York University, Toronto)

Mari KOBAYASHI (Tokyo University)

Klaus R. KUNZMANN (Potsdam, Germany)

Ute LEHRER (York University, Toronto)

Nicolas LEWIS (The University of Auckland)

Ana ROSAS MANTECON (Universidad Auténoma
Metropolitana, México)

Manabu NODA (Meiji University)

Glen NORCLIFFE (York University, Toronto)

Hiroshi OKANO (URP, Osaka City University)

Masayuki SASAKI (URP, Osaka City University)

Evelyn SCHULZ (LMU, Germany)

Lidewij TUMMERS (TU Delft, The Netherlands)

Kéji UEDA (Japan Foundation, Cologne)

Klaus VOLLMER (LMU, Germany)

Franz WALDENBERGER (LMU, Germany)

Paul WALEY (University of Leeds, UK)

Gordon WINDER (LMU, Germany)

Henry YEUNG (National University Singapore)
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From February 25" (Thu) through the 27 (Sat),
2010, the Urban Research Plaza and the Japan Center of
the Ludwig-Maximilians University (LMU) of Munich
jointly held a conference titled“Creating Cities: Culture,
Space, and Sustainability,"at the International Center for
Science and the Humanities (IBZ) in Munich. It was
sponsored by the Japan Foundation, Osaka City
University, State Ministry for Social Affairs of Bavaria,
Miinchener Universitatsgesellschaft, Equal Opportunities
Officer of LMU Munich.

The main goals were: 1) from an interdisciplinary
discussion, to spotlight hints for solving the various
problems brought about by the ongoing progress of
globalization in cities, and 2) to provide exposure for the
excellent authors and articles of the international journal
City, Culture, and Society (CCS).

18 researchers were invited to make presentations and
approximately 60 people from around the world
participated in the program which extended over three
days. The participants expressed their support for the
objective of the journal CCS, which is the affirmation of
the idea of 'socially inclusive creative cities." Through the
three days of discussions, this intention was further
clarified, and many researchers agreed to contribute
articles to CCS. Publication of the results of the
discussions, as URP documents and in a special issue of
CCS, is planned for the near future.

There was also a reception held on the night of the 26
at the Japanese Consulate-General in Munich. Mr. Kosuge
Junichi, the Consul General, said that the activities of the
Urban Research Plaza in Germany were an important
scholarly exchange, and expressed his hopes that the
conference would continue to be held annually and that
the relationships of collaboration would deepen further.
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The theme that was decided on in planning for this
year's Plaza Week was the G-COE theme itself, “Reinventing
the City for Cultural Creativity and Social Inclusion.”
Specifically, utilizing the field plazas and based on the
results up until now, through 'documentation’ of the
'action research' activities across all the units, it focused
on establishing a 'place’ or venue for sharing the
‘mutually transforming process' of academic knowledge
and practical wisdom. On the first day, following the
theme of‘Osaka's Historical and Cultural Legacy and
Urban Marginality,"walking tours and study sessions
were held in the Nipponbashi area, Ryuoukyu, and the
Nagara area, and time was set aside for considering
urban marginality. On the second day, taking the theme
of “Entrepreneurship and Social Enterprise,” we walked
to the Creative Center Awaza and Nishinari inner city
area, and there time was allotted for interacting with
people actively engaged in various forms of social
enterprise that have taken root in the district. On the
third day, with the theme“Living environment and Inclusion,”
from the Toyosaki Plaza we walked through Toyosaki,
Nakasaki-cho, and Abeno districts, observing the
neighborhoods, and finished with a workshop at the
Abeno Plaza. On the fourth day, with the theme of “The
Arts and Social Inclusion,” we held exchanges with
people active at the Kaman! Media Center(KAMAME),
the Senba Art Cafe and the Oyodo Plaza. On the final
day, a panel discussion was held at the Takahara Hall.
The outstanding feature of this year's Plaza Week was
that exchanges were conducted across all the units, fully
taking advantage of each of the field plazas. The work
for the future is how to effectively include this idea of
“venues for constructing a process that leads to the
formation of new relationships.”
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International Symposium “Historical Formation of Cities and Cultural Creativity” and the URP G-COE Intl. Colloquium +3U
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On January 9 (Sat) and 10 (Sun) of 2010, an
international symposium titled “Historical Formation
of Cities and Cultural Creativity” was held jointly by
the Urban Culture Research Center of Osaka City
University's Graduate School of Literature and
Human Sciences and by the Urban Research Plaza. In
the keynote address on the 9™ Professor Saskia
Sassen of Columbia University spoke about the
enlargement of networks between cities through
globalization and problems related to the worldwide
recession that began in 2008. Then, on the 10™, an
International Colloquium was held in the form of an
interview with Prof. Sassen on the theme of “Global
Cities and the Homeless Problem.” The audience was
impressed by the fact that she posed the homeless
problem as a political problem, and stressed the
necessity to always lay it out strategically as an

outstanding political issue for cities.
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The 8th Academic Forum in Yogyakarta ’

Creativity and Social Inclusion
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Over the past seven years, the Bangkok Sub-center has
been able to celebrate our warm winter with research
fellows from Osaka City University who have come to
Bangkok with their research results in hand to present at
our annual academic forum. In 2010, the 8th Academic
Forum on “Empowering Urban Culture and Creativity: Art,
PubliCITY, and Transformation” was very special for many
reasons.  First, we extended a warm welcome to
approximately 200 participants from North America,
Europe, and Asia. Second, this forum provided an important
venue for examining the directions of the developing
cultural network in both public and private sectors. Third,
the forum included the former Mayor of Bangkok, and a
current advisor to Thailand's Prime Minister, Mr. Apirak
Kosayodhin, as our keynote speaker. His speech helped
broaden the audience's perspective of Bangkok as a creative
city since the government has transformed this idea into a
key concept in order to provide an economic catalyst to
better urban living conditions and quality of life. As a
member of the URP, we continue to extend our projects into
the direction of social inclusion issues and empowering
urban culture through arts in various parts of Bangkok.

Pornprapit Phoasavadi, Ph.D.
Deputy Dean for Research and Graduate Studies

Bangkok sub-center
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The Yogyakarta sub-center presented the 8t
Annual International Academic Forum at Gadja Mada
University on March 17! (Wed.). The theme for this
year's forum was “To Solve Social Problem Through
Art and Cultural Activities,” and their were
presentations by a total of 10 researchers from
Indonesia and Japan. About 50 specialized
researchers participated, and many questions were
asked in this forum that consisted of substantial
presentations and discussions related to community
and urban re-creation, problem solving, and social
inclusion through culture and the arts.
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From February 9™(Tue) through the 11%(Thu), an
international seminar on “Cultural Cities: Creativity and
Social Inclusion in Osaka and Copenhagen” was held at the
University of Copenhagen. On the first day a study tour was
held, learning from social inclusion and the practice of the
arts, and on the following two days time was set aside for
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presentations and discussion on the topic of “Creativity and
Social Inclusion.” On the final day we were able to discuss
the prospects active participation in the journal CCS.

TS,
Dr. R=Y7SEv - R7HTT ¢ (1)
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Session 1: 9:30~11:30 Promotion of Rural and
Mountainous Regions:Chair: Nakagawa S. (Kobe Univ.)
/ Elis V. (German Institute for Japanese Studies) /
Kamiya H. (Kanazawa Univ.)

Session 2: 13:00~15:45 Inclusion of the Social
Disadvantaged to Communities:Chair: Mizuuchi T.
(Osaka City Univ) / Yui Y. (Hiroshima Univ.) /
Kornatowski G. (Osaka City Univ.)) / Obinger J.(Munich
Univ., URP Research Fellow)

Session 3: 16:15~18:15 Redress of Built-up Areas
Associated with Changing Urban Habitation: Chair:
OBA S.(Osaka City Univ.) / Litzeler R.(German Institute
for Japanese Studies) / Ito T. (Rissho Univ.)
3H23H(K)

Session 4: 9:30~11:30 Revitalization of Declined
Industrial Areas :Chair: Miyamachi Y. (Oita Univ.) /
Hohn U. (Bochum Univ.) / Yamamoto K. (Kyushu Univ.)
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The 10th Japanese-German Geographical Conference: "Making New Cultural Landscapes in the Era of Growing Disparities"
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From March 215{(Sun.) through the 25%(Thu,), the
URP sponsored and co-organized thel10™ Japanese-
German Geographical Conference. First organized in
Bochum in 1969, the conference this time was held in
Osaka and Wakayama. With the theme of "Making
New Cultural Landscapes in an Era of Growing
Disparities: Comparative Studies between Japan and
Germany," there were 3 days of symposium and 3
days for a field trip to Wakayama Prefecture. Overall,
this proved to be a great opportunity to learn more
about the actual social conditions in regional areas
and to use this experience to develop a more
comprehensive approach to urban research and social
inclusion.
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