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In his Meiji-taishoshi sesohen, published in 1930, Yanagita Kunio, the
pioneer of Japanese folklore studies, describes the housing of city dwellers
as 'cramped and crowded temporary dwellings (karizumai).! The dream of
such people was to go to the city in order to return and burnish their home
villages in the countryside.

In Osaka at that time wooden and nagaya rental housing was built at a
furious pace as mewly opened land' or shinkaichi. At first the people living
in the shinkaichi were jumbled all together. Eventually close communities
of people sharing the same walls and roof came into being and a local
society was formed with rich human relationships. Thus urban housing
changed into a 'place to live out one's life.'

After the destruction of war, life in the city changed drastically with the
period of high economic growth of the late 1960s and 1970s as the turning
point. With the decline in rental housing due to home ownership policies,
the development of housing in the suburbs, the hollowing out of the urban
population, and the appearance of high rise multiple-unit housing, Osaka's
nagaya culture fell on hard times.

However, the Toyosaki Plaza, fairly near to Osaka's Umeda, is in a
neighborhood where roji and wooden nagaya housing still exist, where
solicitude between neighbors and the rules of living together are thriving. In
recent years views of inner city housing have changed and nagaya culture
has been reevaluated. At the Urban Research Plaza we are encouraging the
experiment to resurrect the 'hardware' (buildings) and 'software' (lifestyle)
of Toyosaki Plaza in modern society, and it is attracting attention as a
model for urban revival based on Osaka's housing culture.

TANI Naoki(URP Steering Commission/
Professor,Graduate School of Human Life Science)
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T Rl Ko BB aRplosHizirn. 77U L
AT AT TANETS T ETRIEHTNERENS &
WO 7B XEERORME SRR L BB S N e H
Az FIH U TS & SUERITEBE DN T A T Z
BREER T DAL DTN T2 T PR LTz EHIC,
O S OFEFNIC K > T RKEA L= el B RA] S AR i
KR 2NN D 5 T & 2TmB LTz,

Hiroshi Okano, Danny Samson, “Cultural urban
branding and creative cities: A theoretical
framework for promoting creativity in the public
spaces” Tld.BMW-MINI®E > kU A — )LD AFEHI
DR 72 2605 # T DETERE ) 2 FE % 4 DMK~
PRV NV AT WO 2T B LI, DRI
THART — P DRITREIOKE T 25 L 7.

Shin Nakagawa, “Socially inclusive cultural
policy and arts-based urban community regeneration”
Tl AL RIHEBR DRI TS 72 PR % DI RETE YS R 1t
ZRBEHIED B O TR S SUEBERO R AN S5 L
TWa, BRI RIRICBIF 28U 7 — M ERZY
TIXLBERO K E WS Wi SHRNE ELE N TEZ
NezRDBATRFIGEE L. Z ISR EMGHIA
KT O RNEGEDDH D 5725 LT,

Toshio Mizuuchi, Hong Gyu Jeon, “The new mode
of urban renewal for the former outcaste minority
people and areas in Japan” Tl BUFIC X % 8 72=RIES
EICHT 9 2 B BAT B O R RE i 72 Fi5 i U R E A
5B U BUN BRI E LW EBIN A DAER &
HUSFAFE OB OBERZHE > TV, 2 LTENIE. @ E
ICEAERNFEE LRI TIC BT % R rlgE iRt =1
ARG FEN TB DD "ORHFITHZ LM LE T 5,

Seong-Kyu Ha, “Housing, social capital and
community development in Seoul” Tld.FEEHDIT- 7z
YV OVEHEIC B 5 T R ESEIE - RMEEE1E )
CIRBbREGE -GEEEE IDOERICETZY VIr—
FIREOK KNS MM EE RIS, 2y FU—27 L
I BNEARDHEBERENS T IV—TETRES LZH
ST U VHIBBRICB N TE NS DFEEEDF v v
TeME L AR I 2 =T 0 DEBMEEN S
KOEFRE T HRENLENETH S T L 2R LT,

Hyun Bang Shin, “Urban conservation and
revalorisation of dilapidated historic quarters: The
case of Nanluoguxiang in Beijing” Tl . L DIHT
IZ B % 2571 Al D JiE S S IR R sk A 5 3D A D fi] %2 HY
D EF TV B FBECRIC X > THEND 2 EHRNEY)
P & N, 2 O IC BIR 72 55 - 7o R B EEE A
WKXKBBANBEINTT & & BENERIED O NEH
ENHBEFICHTBERZILS T ENDEhoTeR
2L TV %o

CITIESHESOER | T

W SIS g TA R 2S4S Ukt 2 #limse 7 5 3
Hiigrse 75 P& . C-CORIEE TN 2 5 EENTH
WEHIiZ1F TV B T DR Z M FICERd 5 T L T,
PHOREZREL. SHEATREL TV AEBHICBT S
HEMEOBRMICHES T H eMEMO—DTH B, %
D& S IRflid KD R MHHIE TS PE. CITIESH RIS
DI 5T EMMFECCS PR Y R YD LT O
fz i < — L ALE & 42 B\ O O FE ],
ERXZ2AUCOAIR & & 28 U Tt AU i) CIE Rz 7

BLEIT T3,
WYE U GBS 75 RS AT

Since the Urban Research Plaza was founded in April
2006 we have been active internationally, as in carrying
out joint projects with noted foreign researchers and
surveys at out field plazas and overseas sub-centers.
Representative of that is the inaugural publication of the
international academic journal Cities, Culture and Society
(CCS). In preparing for this publication, Prof. Okano
Hiroshi (vice director of the URP), after deliberating with
Elsevier, Ltd.'s executive publisher Dr. Chris Pringle, was
introduced to Arizona State University Prof. Andrew
Kirby, now chief editor of the internationally renowned
academic journal CITIES (at the time he was city profile
editor of the same journal). Prof. Kirby was impressed by
CCS and the activities of the Urban Research Plaza and
he named Prof. Sasaki Masayuki (director of URP) to be a
guest editor of CITIES. The special issue of CITIES
edited by Prof. Sasaki was published in July 2010,
targeting CCS at a worldwide audience.

This special issue featured articles written by Sasaki,
Okano, Mizuuchi, Nakagawa, and Jeon of the URP, and
from the overseas sub-centers and board of CCS, Prof.
Danny Samson (Univ. of Melbourne), Prof. Seong-kyu Ha
(Joongang Univ., S. Korea) and Dr. Hyun Bang Shin
(Lecturer at Univ. of London).
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The First “Research Exchange on Homelessness in Korea and Japan”
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: Current Conditions of Homelessness and Future Prospects
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On July 9-10, the URP Seoul Sub-center, Korea
Center for City and Environment Research, The
Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs and
Korean Association of Social Policy jointly organized
the first Research Exchange on Homelessness in
Korea and Japan. Both countries share similarities
in regard to the actual conditions of homeless
support and the challenges they are now facing. This
has provided the incentive to organize for the first
time a joint workshop to evaluate and discuss topics
such as the status of official policy, NGO support
activities, and suggestions and ideas to increase
support adequacy.

The program consisted of a symposium dealing
specifically with homeless research in both countries
and a field trip covering visits to key support
organizations and facilities.

Altogether more than 100 people participated, from
which we can conclude that the issues presented
arouse broad interest. Since not just researchers but
also representatives of support NGOs and
government officials participated, the workshop was
a success in proposing and discussing ways to
practically improve the current array of homeless
support. Next year a second workshop will be held in

Japan.

Urban Research Plaza Newsletter issue 8

5



1=-v b LKR—F

Unit

Report

1=-v b LiK-—

k

Unit

Report

6 Urba

INVIAT4T T2 &N INIAT 4 THOEDY & Z Dffifii% kS T~Cream Summit~ |

'Cream Summit': Seeking More Creative Linkages and Their Value
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A 'Creative Cafe' titled 'Seeking More Creative
Linkages and Their Value' was held at the ACDC
Building in Osaka's Nishi Ward. It was sponsored
by the Osaka Creative City Citizens' Conference
with the cooperation of the Urban Research Plaza's
'Creative Center Awaza.'

During the first half there were reports on
activities by various groups who assist creative
endeavors, and in the second half there was an
energetic exchange of opinions, beginning with the
group members, about what is needed in order to
contribute broadly to society. In the end they
affirmed the intention to build a network that
emphasizes face to face communication between

each of the groups.
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Art Event and Workshop in Yogyakarta
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In connection with the activities of the Gamelan
Aid Project that the G-COE Cultural Creativity
Unit has been involved in, the HARMONI festival
was held at the Indonesia Institute of the Arts,
Yogyakarta from July 31 to Aug. 2, 2010. This event
consisted of a visual arts exhibition and a music
festival for children.

A workshop for handicapped children was also
held over a period of 4 days. Such workshops are
rare in Indonesia and this was seen as a valuable
experiment.
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Julia Obinger

The lifestyle and consumption patterns of young
‘Working Poor' in Urban Area of Japan

My research focuses on various
aspects of the lifestyle and consumption
patterns of young 'working poor' in
urban areas of Japan.

Japan faces increasing poverty

with a trend towards temporary

Julia Obinger

employment while social safety nets
have become unstable. Typically working full time, yet
having difficulties to make ends meet due to low income
and low-security jobs, most young 'working poor' are not
able to live 'mormal' consumption patterns and have
no chance to attain the “wealth”of their parents'
generation.

However, not all young 'working poor' feel like victims
of the bleak economic situation or consider financial
wealth as their goal of life. Instead, some of them find
gratification in social, political and cultural activities
while living an extraordinarily creative lifestyle within
their limited financial means. My dissertation project
therefore aims at exploring this emerging 'subculture' or
'creative underclass', trying to understand whether we
can observe a shift in values, especially when it comes to
consumption patterns and lifestyle choices within this
group. Moreover, I would like to find out how they exert
sustainable influence on their environments, their role in
the context of “creative cities” and their potential to
shape the consumption patterns of a larger part of
the Japanese (mainstream) society as producers and
suppliers of their distinctly “alternative” lifestyle.

I currently reside in Munich (as a Ph.D. candidate at

the Japan Center at LMU Munich), but I visit Osaka on a

regular basis to undertake fieldwork and further research.

W) 7 A —(G-COERRIMIZED

EERDEHIZBIF2ENWT—F20 7T 7 | D547
ARA IV EWE SN2 T B9 217> TV 5.5 D
I3 RO ORF R E I SICENET BRI A R
DO T T HIVF v — RTBLEN B &R 2 LR 72T
ST BEHMEND B, COMEDZELZED ALEE TIC I
BRERMWE DT A T AZANWENAADHRIC RIET FHE
WKOWTEHD e EEZ TV 5,

BAY TV Y—ED

URP Shanghai sub-center
g T 2—

RS 7 2 —Tik, 200944 A I B4 =7
HED3MME & 752 TEfTABEF 22 MAE E OBAtE 27 (B
M) 7 HIRR U 720 e T B & —FBIS AT - 72 54ER B £ 0
O _EEBIMIER A 72 N— R0, F & UTROFLLRDFE I #f
T ICHHRE S % BAFE 3 28 BAFEIAI 36 K UL BIHERR. (3
JEAETE & R EOZEE), FREFIFIChH b % E R ERES R &
DIIRDIFN & BRI IHT T % . G-COEDHIZEEH & LT,
BROFATER) & SLRFTUEB) 2175 C LN TEHERET
50 5FRD DIFEVERE LA LTz,

20099 HICIE . SV 2 —AWMRU T ATE I [AHEE
D2 H T % MERER TR & (22O (8- 4Rk
IR (PRH - K R IS5, 20074E4 A HiRR) A EBE D
5 RERZHEBHIRE N SGHE2RE) | EE5E) 232
=

F72.2009F10H 18~ 19HIC X [EHit LS EDEE &
FHHRERR S >R D L Ve B U oo REKRE, &, 5130
CICHAR T AU K, 75 Ak EDFEESOND T DEHIC
BN LTz, Bl T v 2 —0 Z/K T H 2 Hib% 7S
YREBIFZEEOHIIES K E SN L. EREETZIcC g
s 2 fRH Ulzo

LI THHERET L BEORE T —< & LI
JIV—"T 7R U 20094 KD HEHEE T, Lz rhih e L
T HMAESB A F CE fe BEE (HEd) EE —D
DELERFEE LTV 25, HEOEEREEHIEE & 40 E ik
HDOE LICTHAE L T 5 LR (38 R 2 4 & L [FRFIC
HRCEBRICHFEL TV ARE VAT L ZFHRAT A L=
BEIL TN B, CNESEEDIRE L T2 TFTETH S,

WE s G SRATET 2 B0%0)

At the Shanghai Sub-center, Giant Urban Development:
Political Sociology of the Production of Space, by Chen Ying-Bang,
et. al. was published in April 2009 as the third volume of the
Annals of Contemporary Urban Social Research. Also, the second
volume in this series, Contemporary Urban Renewal and the
Change of Social Spaces: Housing, Ecology, Government (by Lin
Tuo & Mizuuchi Toshio, et. al)) received Third Prize in the
University Science Research Superior Achievement Awards
(Humanities and Social Sciences) given by the Chinese Ministry of
Education in September, 2009.

On October 18-19, 2009 an international symposium was held on
'Change and Restructuring of the Urban Social Structure.'

Additionally, a research group has been organized on the theme
of 'Urban Residents' Livelihood and Housing Improvement' and it
has continued field research centered on Shanghai from the end of
2009 up until the present. This group intends to issue a research
report this year.
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The 3rd Unit Research Meeting and Reports from the Housing Initiative Research Group
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On Thursday May 27, 2010 the URP's the 3rd unit
Research Group and the Housing Initiative Research
Group jointly held a research report session at the
Nishinari Plaza on the topic, 'Is multipronged housing
assistance really effective in helping the housing-poor? -
a comparison of Japanese and Korean models of
multipronged assistance for the housing-poor.' At this
report meeting, in dealing with the housing and
livelihood needs of the housing-poor, which require a
new social response, a joint Japan-Korea position was
formed regarding, in both countries, not encouraging
existing facilities and systems but working towards
utilizing the dormant housing and human resources of
the private sector to respond to the problems of the
housing-poor, and reports were given on the results of
surveys testing the effectiveness of housing aid policies
in both countries. Commentators responded positively to
the message that the 'housing first' policy for the
housing-poor is both important and effective. There was
also a comment that for sustainable security in housing,
in addition to housing an livelihood support, job-finding
support should be added to the package.
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