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Osaka City University’s Urban Research Plaza (Platform for Leading-Edge Urban Studies)
15t Annual Workshop for URP (Young, Leading Edge Urban) Special Researchers
and Joint with Debriefing Session for 1t International Summer Seminar
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On the 25th and 26th of November 2016, “Osaka City
University’s Urban Research Plaza (Platform for
Leading-Edge Urban Studies) 1st Annual Workshop for
URP (Young, Leading-Edge Urban) Special
Researchers” was held in the Osaka City University’s
Nishinari Plaza. On the first day, 4 URP special
researchers (Mio Shimazaki, Tomoko Mita, Yu
Kurosawa, Koji Kawano, Toru Takeoka) presented their
research. On the second day, 3 URP special researchers
(Naoyuki Kakegawa, Rii Numata, Hsiao Hong-Wei)
reported on the URP international summer seminar in
Seoul. After the break, the Leading-Edge Urban studies
Seminar was held, with heated argument, by Kazuo
Takada (lecturer),Yasuyo Nomura(debater), Yuichirou
Nishino(debater).
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The 1st Leading-edge Urban Studies Seminar.
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We launched “The Leading-edge Urban Studies
Seminar”. In this series of lecture, a researcher who plays
leading roles in urban studies is invited as a lecturer to
discuss some important topics with researchers in Osaka
City University in a public place. After the research report
by Yasuyo Nomura (Graduate School of Human Life
Science) and Yuichiro Nishino (URP), the lecturer Kazuo
Takada (Professor Emeritus, Hitotsubashi University)
discussed social security system in the past and future
Japan in comparison with those of Western countries. The
following panel discussion was well attended; the panelists
and the audience lively had an interdisciplinary argument.
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The 8th East Asian Regional Conference
in Alternative Geography (EARCAG)
“Radicalism in Theory and Practice”
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From 6/12 to 8/12, The Hong Kong Baptist University
Geography Department, with sponsorship from the URP
Hong Kong Overseas Center and the Urban Research
Plaza, organized “The 8th East Asian Regional
Conference in Alternative Geography (EARCAG):
Radicalism in Theory and Practice”. Approaches ranged
from geography to critical studies, with a focus on urban
socio-spatial issues. Any Merrifield, Wing-sang Law and
Dick Lo were invited as keynote speakers. The
conference was followed up by a 4-day excursion to the

urban area of the East Pearl River Delta.
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The 6th Open Nagaya Osaka 2016
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On the 12th and 13th November 2016, the 6th “Open
Nagaya Osaka” was held. This time more than 50 houses in
41 venues were opened in 9 wards of Osaka city and Yao,
Sakai. The number of visitors also exceed 3,200 people. This
event is based on the theme of “life living”, the aim is to
disseminate the charm of Osaka Nagaya and Nagaya living
and to promote conservation and utilization. Private
viewing, consultation, lecture, comic chat, rakugo,
exhibition of drawings and works, town walking etc were
held at venue known as a stores (restaurants, stores), an

atelier, an office, a rental space and a house.
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Urban Research Plaza 10th Anniversary International Symposium

Cultural Creativity and Resilience: A Framework to Associate Person/Thing, Event, and Memory”
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On the 3 day of the 10th anniversary international
symposium of the Urban Research Plaza founding, we
conducted a report and exhibition on the theme of
“Cultural Creativity and Resilience: A Framework to
Associate Person/Thing, Event, and Memory” at
Sugimoto Campus. The tree of the Taxodiaceae (now
Cupressaceae) “Metasequoia” of the symbol of Osaka
City University, and the space known as the main
campus “Sugimoto” and the attached botanical garden
at “Kisaichi, Katano City”, we discussed a focus on how

they act on the resilience of the community.
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