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The 3rd Urban Administration Network Seminar
And The 3rd Leading-Edge Urban Studies Seminar
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On the 29th November 2017 (Wednesday) the “3rd Urban Administration Network Seminar and 3rd Leading-Edge Urban

Studies Seminar” was held. The “Urban Administration Network Seminar” provides a dialogue platform for researchers who

engage in urban studies and participate actively in their field, and representatives of the city administration. The “Leading-

Edge Urban Studies Seminar”, that took place at the same time, is a program that invites leading researchers in urban theory

making to engage with young researchers in public debate. Under the topic “utilizing vacant buildings for welfare”, Takami
Matsunaga from Osaka City’s Suminoe Ward Office, and Shunsuke Yokoyama (Osaka City University, School of

Engineering) were invited as presenters. Many civil servants participated in this event, reflecting the importance of the issue.
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During the seven days from 17th to 23th November 2017 the “Semba Expio 20177, aiming to revitalize the Kita-

Semba area, was held. It attracted about 2,000 participants. The event consisted of 33 different programs, involving

guided town walks, concerts, and culture seminars in historical buildings. In a survey that was conducted 91% of the

participants confirmed that it was “very interesting” or “interesting”, and most of them recognized Kita-Semba as “an

area of culture and history”.
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Introduction to Ex-convict Support

for Social Workers
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There is still only a small number of social workers
working with ex-convicts, and many of them have to
fight a lone battle. Therefore, we founded the
“Network for Ex-convict Support (in Tokai)” aiming for
a better understanding of ex-convicts and building up
ties between supporters, and held a meeting of the
study group “Introduction to Ex-convict Support for
Social Workers”. In this continuous study group we

deepen the discussion on ex-convict support together
with the participants who bring a variety of expertise.
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Towards a Theory of the “Capacious City”:
A New Approach to Gentrification
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For our 2017 research project, themed “Towards a
Theory of the “Capacious City”: A New Approach to
Gentrification”, we had a total of 10 speakers discussing
current changes occurring in specific urban areas spread
over different national and local contexts. The objective
is to work towards a more encompassing theory which
also engages with other forms of land valorization that

don’t necessarily lead to the exclusionary patterns of
conventional gentrification processes.
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Japan-Indonesia Cultural Exchange:

Learning Javanese Dance
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Yutta Daruni, Professor at the Department of
Traditional Dance at the Indonesian Institute of the
Arts, who had visited Japan for a three month stay at
Osaka City University, presented at this event the
results of her work. This time she had come to Japan
in order to teach Indonesian dance at a Japanese
University. Next to students from Osaka City
University, also students from Nose and Hanazono
High School, people from Kamagasaki, Tanpoponoye,
and the Gamelan orchestra Marga Sari participated.
By covering everything from traditional classical dance
to improvisational dance, it was an event that showed
the vast scope of Java dance.

BB ALEME D 5 A ¢ Column for Urban Creativity
Valletta 2018 Cultural Mapping: Debating space and place
CCS (City; Culture & Society, Elsevier), Vol.11 (Dec.2017)
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1. Introduction to Valletta 2018 Cultural Mapping: Debating space and
place

. Creative Cardiff: Utilising cultural mapping for community engagement

Sense(s) of the city: Cultural mapping in Porto, Portugal

Changing urban identities on a discursive map

Meditations on the ‘wrong place’ : Europe in Africa; Africa in Europe

Mapping the outcomes of a school-based cultural programme
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