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Tongfong (劏房）

 “Butchered” rooms
 Subdivided units
 Inadequate housing

(劏房圍城Tongfong Besieging 
the City 2013)



Normalization of Tongfong

(“劏房恒常化” 擇宅藍網誌,  852Post, 2016-10-3）



Normalization of Deviance

“Social normalization of deviance means 
that people within the organization become 
so much accustomed to a deviant behavior 
that they don’t consider it as deviant, 
despite the fact that they far exceed their 
own rules for the elementary safety.”

(Diane Vaughan 2008)



Tongfong as Social Problem

(Ming Pao 2018-7-8)



Tongfong as Social Problem

(Ming Pao 2018-7-9)



(Thematic 
Report: Persons 
Living in 
Subdivided 
Units, Census 
& Statistics 
Dept. 2018)



(Apple Daily 2018-1-19)

Tongfongs in 2016
Median Area: 10 m2 (Down 3%)
Median Area/Person:  5.3 m2  (Down 8.6%)
Median Rent: $4,500 (Up 7%)
Median Household Income: $13,500 (Up 8%)





(Hong Kong Economic Times 2018-3-21)



Wen Wei Po 2015-2-6





(HK01 2018-6-19)



Task Force on Land Supply Public Engagement

HKSAR Gov’t 2018



(Apple Daily 2018-7-6)



Luxurious Tongfong





來源：林小龍. 2013. 我的豪華劏房生活 (My life in  
a Luxurious Tongfong)，13頁。



(HK01 2018-6-11)



Co-living Units in Hong Kong



(Next Magazine 2017-8-8)

$7600 to rent a room in a luxurious neighborhood, 80 sq. 
ft. , a bed above the desk, no wardrobe provided.



「City of Tongfong」（Apple Daily 2015-8-26）



(本土研究社圖，獨立媒體 2018-4-18）

Growing 
Number of 
“Nano-
flats”





(HK01 2018-4-20)



(852 Post 2017-8-10)

Housing Secretary advocated working with 
social enterprises to provide tongfong at 
cost.



(Wen Wei Po 2017-7-31)

Professor in 
Architecture 
promoting 
transformation 
of Tongfong so 
that Tongfong
groups can 
become the 
source of the 
city’s dynamism.



(The Strait Times 2018-3-27)



Urban Involution
 McGee/Geertz: Involution as “internal 

elaboration and rigidification of a basic 
pattern”
◦ More and more residential units (“homes”) 

within one building with ever more “ingenious” 
means to fit more people into less space.

 Davis: Involution as “spiraling labor self-
exploitation”
◦ Ever higher rent and diminishing living space



Rent-driven Urban Involution
 Rent as payment to owners of land
◦ Monopoly rent
◦ Differential rent that accrues to location &/or 

improvement
 Rent as social relations
◦ “Property hegemony”
 Dominating power of the property tycoons
 Ideological belief in property ownership as the path 

to wealth (and therefore, recognized success)
◦ Government policies that favor property 

ownership & landlords



（on.cc東網 2018-7-9)

Hong Kong 
man gave up 
teaching to 
become “king 
of rent 
collection”.
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