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The Emerging Empowerment Housing

* The housing crisis
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®* solution proposals
A the Government

- on the one hand, argues
that 1t 1s difficult to resolve the
1ssue promptly due to limited
land supply

- on the other, legitimises
prevailing practices

® community storage
spaces

® supply ‘decent’ tong
fong



A other proposals of communal living — the private
sector

- co-living, which have been randomly appropriate
by unscrupulous landlords and developers
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< Looking for affordable rents in Hong Kong? Try co-living space
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A group of professionals with property and architectural backgrounds is converting
old tenement Hong Kong buildings into co-living projects to offer an affordable FEERHEHA : Synergy RNE
housing and networking option to young people.
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A NGOs — the ‘Third Road’

— co-housing for the grassroots in buildings
donated by developers
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— 1n temporarily fabricated
buildings on land loaned by
developers, co-ordinated by
Hong Kong Council of Social
Service and supported by
Community Care Fund
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in temporarily
fabricated buildings on
land owned by the Gov’t
for temporary use
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— with an emphasis on empowerment
® Light Be focused on promoting Social Realty

® tenants are supposed to build up their confidence to
develop their future housing path

® landlords can continue to hold on to their properties

® Light House — prefabricated from an old cotton
spin mill to build a community



FEH LAt
Sincere gratitude to the following bodies which support our project
BXigEZE=E Chow Tai Fook Charity Foundation

EHEHEMTEEE LS Chun Wo Elegant Decoration Engineering Co.
Ltd.

REMBEM(FE)EHEMBRALSE LWK & Partners (HK) Ltd.
EABEEM Chinese Estates Holdings Limited

I3 | 88 WSP | Parsons Brinckerhoff

Bli#%E Arcadis

hEB HERELS CLP Power Hong Kong Limited
HEBREPREELAE Hong Kong Broadband Network Limited

AN i i nwv | td

e

— how can we get round the dominance of the
commercial sector, the private developers 1n particular?



The Hong Kong Land (Re)development Regime

* some kinds of consensus on ‘nano’-1sation,
thereby perpetuating the hegemony

* there are unscrupulous landlords and
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Isotopia

 Lefebvre’s urban revolution, from 1sotopia,
heterotopia to utopia

A utopia — where differences have been
achieved;

A heterortopia — different from the up-held

A 1sotopia —the same as the status quo, but
appears differently



*n0 Intention of the Government to challenge the
hegemony

A rhetoric 1n the form of abstract space
A reliance on representation of space
- random conceptual indigenisation
- random conceptual appropriation

A the role of specialist



SouthChinaMoming Post  HK CHINA ASIA WORLD COMMENT BUSINESS TECH LIFE CULTURE SPORT WEEKINASIA POST MAG STYLE

* randomly appropriated the

utopian 1dea of communal
living

Just Saying by

Hong Kong’s new housing policy: if you can’t beat ’em, A Lefebvre f S distinction
just join ’em . .
Yonden Lhatoo objects to the precedent the government is setting by legalising the between hablta't (pure hOUSlng
highly questionable practice of subdividing flats to rent out to the needy o o . .
provision) and inhabitance
(participation in social life from the

right to use urban space)

,,,,,,,,

A 1gnored many accesses to
the city beyond housing, as

simplistically represented as Gini-
coefficient

| find myself constantly picking my jaw off the floor when it comes to the dystopian
iy disgrace that is the state of housing in this city, and every outrageous new trend
)’ associated with it.

Yonden Lhatoo



Here
Individual

Immigration

Inside the house
Housing

On the same floor
Social welfare

Inside the building
Schooling

Ihe same street block
Employment

lhe same neighbourhood
Friendship
[he same district

etc.

lhe same. city

Ihe same. region

There



* ‘decent’ fong fong

A resistant to recognise the utopian idea of the right to
the city and differential space

A the 1sotopia that the city has a future:

Chan said he was particularly worried about how children would develop in such poor
conditions. "These kids are the future of Hong Kong. We are obliged to help them and
give them hope, so the city has a future, he said.

This is the first housing initiative floated by Chan, who was previously director of
electrical and mechanical services. Concern has been expressed over whether he is
the right person to look after the housing portfolio.

Chan said the government would spare no effort in finding land to build public
housing but it would take time to build.

“In the short term, we may consider offering some clean, hygienic, safe and relatively
maore spacious subdivided units that are run by non-profit organisations,” Chan said.

"There is no need to stick to one path or one policy. | think the most important thing
Is for the government to address the people’s difficulties.

SCMP



A the Government 1s resistant to provide more public housing

A more seriously, resistant to challenge the land
(re)development regime



e common to the

- Government, as similar
1sotopic practices have
been found earlier

A ‘My Home Purchase
Plan’ scheme

Sharing Prosperity for a
Caring Society




will <F.L11A|c66mte-m$8‘ for properties, which will further part of the down payment for their future flat

push up property prices purchase;

here » no re-sale restrictions or premium
My Ht‘n" Purchase ’lan (3) There will be no re-sale restrictions ¢ P
' H x\rG requirement as is the case of conventional
5. JAsmall.and.medium sized-flats provided by theGovernment .p...a mobiity in e
asa immr In the face of short-term market fluctuations, it 1s property market;
appropriate for the Government to offer relief measures to

(4) Flats under the Plan will, to an extent, fill 'hw supply
pntcntml sandwich class home buvers to give them time to save (4] s u e Pl

o 10 WA tlatsiare rented at-market price for a maximum tenancy-of five e
Hong Kong Housing Society (HKHS), will introduce an a
vrlmiu'u SALES subsidised housing known as the My Home

(5) The Plan will not reduce the supply of private
Purchase Plan.

residential land or land for PRH, as the land will not

. | : : ome f sither the Applicati ist or the sites
26. Under this Plan, the Government will provide l.md tor come from either the Application List or the site
earmarked for PRH

he | yuild “nosfrills” small and medium flats for leas
LA tenants, may .purchase the flat under the,Plan at the end of tenancy, ...

SUDSIC fvValc ne

period will . p to five yeary, within whigh lna ent will 15 Ay R TR
be ,dn,swn’thn k,purchase.dsu dy at:50% of the nét rent they havepaid, as., oo
may purchas hg fl ]}le‘:a(D another tlat undu the Plan related expenses. The [ lan reflects Hong Kong ."“'Plt X “'P””

at prey lpa ] 'rO Wnnpaym\ent llu 3

of self-reliance by enabling them to make their home purchase
will receive a subsidy equivalent to ha

tical and step-by-step manner. The
have paid during the tenancy period, a

HohdAt Hadidnt Eligibility Criteria

{ Housing will announce details of the

f)—. he ! 3 21815 a1 i ' :
2/. The Plan has the following meri _ _ L bkt s L e o o Thing Vi
« Tenants of public housing estates and Green Form Lo M ey A
; 1 i : it ) en N ana omner areas <€
(1) It provides the sandwich clas applicants : no restriction. i Po, : uen lil ¢ l I\ : i or a
i : : o be built under ti lan. The first
home purchase plan, includ ~ « For Non-Green Form applicants who meet the prescribed ehitatess bebiastakg )
to purchase the flat they ren asset and income limits, our initial proposals are: t 1000 flats in Tsing Yi by 2014
Plan, or a flat in the private «= Upper income limit for household applicants is around $39,000, IRIRaR S indeiis i}
and the upper asset limit is around $600,000. The upper income condary Market
(2) It provides them with rental limit for singleton applicants is around $23,000, and the upper _ ]
7155 X _ asset limit is around $300,000. ority is taking measures to revitahise
five years so that they will ' ' 2 ' : 5! |
: « HKHS will set the income and asset limits before pre-letting, et. These include the Premium Loan

think through their housing taking into account the then market situation.

« There will be other stringent criteria (for example, applicants and
not have to rush into buying other family members on the application forms should not have
during short-term fluctuati owned properties in the past ten years).

Also, there will not be any r + Those who have enjoyed other housing subsidy schemes in
f the past cannot join the Plan.

ched by the Hong Kong Mortgage
their capability to buv a fla . . - &
11¢ h Cx“.‘\\'\ HL\"‘ OoOwners o pay ?In-

the five-year period. This
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Discussion

* the housing crisis of the grassroots will persist
* the Government has no intention to curtail it

* all proposed policies are 1sotopes

* perpetuate the land (re)development regime

* the Hong Kong case shows the necessity of
challenging the regime, which, different from
other EA cities, requires at the mimnimum the
uprooting of the government ownership of land



