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The 8th East Asia Inclusive City Network Workshop in Hong Kong
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Housing and Related Concerns for the Poor, the
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- Session2: Policy Forum 1: On Social Welfare
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+ Session3: The ‘Co-‘ Experiments: Some Reflections

- Session4: Policy Forum 2: On Social Housing
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From 11th to 13th July the 8th Workshop Towards the Establishment of the “East-Asian Inclusive Cities Network” was held

in Hong Kong. Participants from Hong Kong, Taiwan, Korea and Japan presented their recent projects about urban policies,

community revitalization, or community building initiatives of NGO/NPOs. For the Urban Research Plaza, which is aiming to

contribute to a network that connects governmental agencies and civil organizations like NPO/NGOs, these three days provided

a lot of valuable feedback.
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The 7th Leading-edge Urban Studies Seminar
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In cooperation with the “Association for Contemporary

Korean Social Studies”, that recently started its
research activities, the 7th Leading-edge Urban Studies
Seminar was held on 19th September. Professor Kan
Kimura from the Kobe University Graduate School gave
a lecture with the topic “The Korean peninsula’s
situation, changes in contemporary Korean society, and
related future topics of Korean studies.” From the
viewpoint of the relation between Japan and Korea, this
lecture considered also the cooperation between
Northeast Asian countries, providing many hints for
future directions and topics of Korean studies.
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1st Annual Workshop for URP Special Researchers (Young, Leading Edge Urban Studies)
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On the 19th September this year’s “1st Annual Workshop
for URP Special Researchers (Young, Leading Edge Urban
Studies)” was held. Five special researchers presented
their recent work, revealing many new insights that
sparked the interest of the audience.
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URP International Colloquium / 3rd “Towards a City Concept with Inclusivity” Research Meeting: “The
Service Hub in Context: A Discussion on Global City-Regions in the East and West”
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On 3rd September two researchers were invited to discuss the
service hub concept. Geoffrey DeVerteuil (UK, Cardiff
University) presented his latest research project, exploring to
what extend service hubs are commons — spaces that keep a
certain independence from the market and austerity policies. In
the second presentation Geerhardt Kornatowski (Kyushu
University) argued for service hubs as counterweight spaces
that enable the survival of migrant workers despite restrictive
city politics.
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Public Art in the Socially Inclusive City: Osaka 2018 Lecture by Professor Ronan Paddison
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Artworks in a museum have a different chemistry of publicness from
public art. Located in public space art becomes less ‘hidden’ from the
everyday; indeed, precisely because of its prominent installation it may
compel attention. Further, like the built environment in which daily life is
transacted, public art can give meaning to mundane practices. Even if its
intervention may for some become part of the taken for granted visual world
in which everyday city life is transacted, so that a sculpture or a mural is not
something the citizen consciously acknowledges each time it is encountered,
this is not to deny that for the citizen that public art becomes part of the
make-up of place. Even the more austere civic monuments of the nineteenth
century to elites whose public memory of is at most hazy become naturalized
as part of the urban landscape; how else is it possible to explain the public
outcry in Glasgow to the city council’s recent proposal to remove some of
the statues in an attempt to revive the city’s major civic space? Even where in
Dublin following Irish independence the monuments to British colonial rule
were systematically removed, attempts to destroy the most iconic of the
statues celebrating a British national hero, Lord Nelson, were resisted.

The place of public art in the city may become accepted through familiarity

and habit. By definition new public art can draw on neither of these. Its
reception is more likely to depend on qualities as to how it is read, how well
its placement resonates with its surroundings, the extent to which it has
meaning for those whose attention is drawn to it, criteria which may not even
be brought into the reckoning for the established installation. Further, newly
installed public art becomes evaluated against the more unpredictable scrutiny
of taste. Little wonder, then, that public art is considered contentious and that
it gathers opprobrium alongside celebration; that, in other words it tends to
polarize opinion rather than it engenders indifference.
This paper explores the interplay between PA and social inclusion in the city.
Initially, we will draw out the dimensions of social inclusion through key
issues, equity, democratic decision-making and diversity. In the case of each
the implications for PA are identified. Subsequently the paper turns to explore
the experience of the installation of PA in a new, socially mixed
neighbourhood in the city of Glasgow. The intention of the paper is to
identify the problems inherent in the use of public art and to question the
extent to which it can address social inclusion. The conclusions are not
definitive — even accepting the limitations of a case study, the production and
installation of PA is identified as too complex and contingent a process as to
challenge the generalisation of experience.

In this paper it is argued that, precisely because of its publicness, how art
becomes part of the urban landscape is critical to its meaningful inscription
and its interpretation by the multiple audiences to which it is addressed. This

in turn raises a suite of questions as to how public art becomes installed, to
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what extent it is integrated within local policy making processes underpinning
urban regeneration, how the briefs within which the public artists will be
operating are developed and by whom, how public artists become engaged
with architects, planners, developers and other during implementation and in
the extent to which these processes are democratic. This paper explores
aspects of the latter, how the public artist engages with the communities in
which they are working and the methods that sought to ensure that
production was open. The discussion is based on episodes in the experience
of the Artworks Programme accompanying the regeneration of the Gorbals,
an inner city neighbourhood in Glasgow undergoing regeneration which
commenced in the 1990s. An extensive artworks programme, and one which
has been subject to wide reaching interpretation and scrutiny (Warwick, 2007)
a major aim set by those for overarching responsibility for the project was that
the artworks should be a joint production between artists and the local
residents. Key here is the assumption is that the value likely to be placed on
public art is the extent to which the process of its installation is able to create
a sense of ownership and that this in turn is related to its contribution to a
(local) sense of place. In practice such connections may be difficult to
establish not least because of the outsider status of the artist and because
where, as in the Gorbals, there is a claim to a strong sense of community and
place, disentangling its meanings, how this varies for different social groups,
its historical roots, becomes a challenge in its own right. Further, in the ‘new
Gorbals’ framed within the fashionable policy trope of the socially mixed
neighbourhood, the installation of public art becomes entangled with wider
questions of who values, and who benefits from, public art, and whether its
installation is perceived as having socially uneven benefits. Before looking at
this experience in the Gorbals we need to explore the reasons why public art
has been installed in a neighbourhood which historically and continuing to
the present day is identified with high levels of social deprivation, in other
words to a neighbourhood in which public art might be considered as an
oxymoron to the real to the material needs of its residents. Such an
explanation centres on the ways in which public art has been drawn into the
cultural regeneration of the city and the role of ‘good design’.
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