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Results of the Platform for Leading-Edge Urban Studies’ “Joint Usage / Research Public Offering”
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At the Urban Research Plaza the Joint Usage / Research
Platform “Platform for Leading-Edge Urban Studies”,
accredited by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology, is since 2014 promoting
collaborative research, that involves researchers from other
research facilities or members of NGO/NPOs. In 2019 out of

eight submitted research applications five were accepted.
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In March. 2019, two forums cosponsored by URP were
held in Yogyakarta and Bangkok. Both of them are
hosted by our Partner Universities/Faculties, namely
Faculty of Cultural Science at Gadjah Mada University
and Institut Seni Indonesia Yogyakarta in Yogyakarta,
and Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts at Chulalongkorn
University in Bangkok. In addition, we are informed
that our English journal “Journal of Urban Culture
Research” edited by the Urban Research Plaza, OCU
and Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts of Chulalongkorn
University is indexed by Elsevier’s SCOPUS.
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On June 29, 2019, the 9th City Administration Network
Seminar “Practices of Coexistence with Foreign Citizens:
Transferring Best Practices from Local Communities”, is held
in Yao City, Osaka. As fieldwork, participants visited areas
inhabited by numerous Vietnamese. On practical case
examples, two presentations titled “Information Supply for
Foreign Citizens in Yao City” and “Urban Development for
Multiculturalism in Nagata Ward, Kobe” were given during

seminar.
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Guitar and Creativity/Stability: Bracing and Washington Convention (CITES)etc.

This time, I would like to talk about the relationship between guitar and creativity by focusing on structures called “bracing”, which refers to the wooden
reinforcements, and next time I will consider the connection between guitar and American Music Culture such as folk music and rock music. On the one
hand, in violin making, one “bass bar” is set inside the top plate, on the other, in guitar making, bracing patterns vary widely. Recently released Taylor’s
(San Diego, USA) V-Class bracing, a drastically improved version of Martin Guitar’s X bracing (used since 1850), is truly innovative. By taking into
consideration both musical pieces requiring various nuances in timber and pieces suitable for non-scalloped sound with linear and heavy timbre, guitar
manufacturers created diverse bracing patterns, and by trying to determine the best wood for each bracing, they brought about great improvements.

(On the relation between guitar and woods (Metasequoia etc.) see URP Report Series No.43: Urban Ecology and Cultural Creativity: Constructing Broad

Networks from Abeno, Osaka, especially Invited Paper by D.W. Larson).
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