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Travelling Conferences on Urban Transformation in Industrial Regions
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From 18-19 November the Travelling Conference was held in Osaka, as a collaboration between the German Competence
Field Metropolitan Research and IN-EAST School of Advanced Studies on Innovation in East Asia, with LORC and URP.

It was the first of a series of four conferences conducted in Japan, South Korea, Germany and the USA in order to foster

research on urban transformations in industrial regions. In the Osaka conference this topic was discussed in three

sessions, covering lessons from Kansai and the Ruhr on the transformation of urban regions and discussing concepts of

adaptive reuse of industrial heritage. This was rounded up by a panel discussion, comparing experiences of urban

transformation and a bus tour through Osaka’s former industrial belt.



FIRMBHFRAEE (FF) OARICOWVWT
Introduction of the URP Special Researchers (Young, Leading Edge Urban Studies)
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By succeeding the achievements of the Global COE Hub, the Urban Research Plaza dedicates itself to educate young

researchers, through the recruitment of Special Researchers on an international scale, with the aim of supporting

autonomous research activities with international standard. Currently, two young researchers are enrolled in this

program.
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The 25 the Kamagasaki Seminar/Reunion:
Agricultural Job Creation in Kamagasaki
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The so-called “Agriculture-Welfare Cooperation” is getting
attention: it is about a cooperation between agricultural
sectors facing a lack of human resources and an aging
workforce, and welfare sectors providing employment
opportunities to workers tending to be excluded from labor
market. In Kamagasaki, there has been an attempt to create
job opportunities in agricultural sectors. The participants
discussed on what is necessary for fruitful and sustainable
activities, by referring to precedents.
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The 9th Open Nagaya Osaka 2019
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The 9th Open Nagaya Osaka 2019 was held in November
2019 as a “Kurashibiraki” event. The goal of this event was
to maintain and make a good use of the disappearing Nagaya
(terraced house) in Osaka. This year we organized 3 walking
routes featuring 44 Nagaya. It turned out to be a good
opportunity for over a total of 4000 participants to enjoy and
get to know about Nagaya. During this two-day event, both
Nagaya owners and participants were able to think and feel
freely about the maintenance and use of Nagaya in Osaka.
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Column for urban Creativity 9
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Guitar and Creativity 3: Comparison with Violin’s Bass Bar and Soul Pillar
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Panormo, 1823 (after R.E.Brune)

Regarding the aim of V-Class bracing creation by Taylor Guitars
Co., we analyzed the relationship between “joint of neck and
body”, “electric pick-up” and “sustainability activities” as well as
the implication of light and angled back brace. At Taylor, by
integrating V-Class bracing, which was developed through an
accumulation of know-how, they constantly modified guitar sizes
and at the end, they managed to “freed” themselves from the
Martin’s Dreadnote body style which is becoming the standard
body size since the beginning of the 20th century. This must be an
accomplishment of long-cherished dreams of Bob Taylor, the co-
founder and President of Taylor Guitars.
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