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On February 15-16, Osaka City University’s “Platform for Leading-edge Urban Studies” Term-end International Symposium,
and the 2nd Annual Workshop for URP (Young, Leading-edge Urban) Special Researchers were held at the Takahara Memorial
Hall. This international symposium was organized to review the 5-year activities of URP and to show its future prospects with

presentations by young researchers, research collaborators, and cooperating foreign academic organizations/government

agencies. On the 15th, presentations by two Special Researchers (Young, Leading-edge Urban) , two former URP members and
a special lecture by Prof. Takafumi Uzuhashi (Doshisha University) were held. On the 16th, an invited speech from the MEXT,
5 reports from collaborative research projects, and two invited special lectures by Prof. Liling Huang (National University of

Taiwan) and Prof. Ngai-ming Yip (City University of Hong Kong) followed. Due to coronavirus impact, the number of participants

was limited, but stimulating presentations and discussions took place.
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Introduction of the URP Special Researchers (Young, Leading Edge Urban Studies)
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Urban Research Plaza dedicates itself to educate young researchers, through the recruitment of Special Researchers on an
international scale, with the aim of supporting autonomous research activities with international standard. Currently, four

young researchers are enrolled in this program.
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Development of recipes and production methods for beverages utilizing various tea types, Gyokuro,

Tencha (Matcha) and hops for craft beers: preventing dementia and improving learning capabilities
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The demand for tea leaves is on the decline. A further decline is
expected due to a new coronavirus. We want to open up new
possibilities for tea and hops by developing a gyokuro and Tencha beer
that incorporates knowledge to enhance the "functionality" of tea. The
key to this study is the balance between the prevention of dementia by
the iso-alphaic acid in hops and the relaxing effect and increased
processing capacity by the theanine in gyokuro tea.
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